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ABSTRACT

Variations, for bass clarinet and piano

A thesis presented to the Department of Music

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Brandeis University
Waltham, Massachusetts

By Eric Chow

I apporached the writing of Variations in a more focused and directed manner than many
of my previous works, by structuring the piece as a theme and variations. Some of the variations
adhere more closely to the original theme by stating the theme in relatively unaltered ways, while
others are looser interpretations, based upon verticalized harmonies from the theme’s melody. I
do not usually use more traditional or straightforward forms in my pieces; it was my hope that by
attempting to do so, that the listener’s perception of the piece would benefit from it.
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