Memories of Youth:
Slovak JewisiHolocaustSurvivors and the Noviky Labor Camp

MasterOs Thesis
Presented to
The Faculty of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Brandeis University

Departmenbf Near Eastern and Judaic Studies
Antony Polonsky& Joanna B. Michlic Advisors

In Partial Fulfillment
Of the Requirements for

MasterOs Degree

by
Karen Spira

May 2011



Copyright by

Karen Spira

I 2011



ABSTRACT

Memories of Youth: Slovak Jewish Holocaust Survivors and the Noviky Labor Camp

A thesis presented to the Department of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Brandeis University
Waltham, Massachusetts

By Karen Spira

The fate of Jewish children and families is one of the understudied social aspects of the
Holocaust. Thighesisaims to fill in the lacuna by examining the intersection of Jewish
youth and families, labor camps, and the Holocaust inaRlaprimarily using oral
testimoniesSlovak Jewish youth survivors gave the testimotodbe Yad Vashem
HolocaustMartyrsO and HeroesO Remembrance Autitodgrusalem, Isradltilizing
methodology for examining children during the Holocaust andiskeeof testimonies in
historical writing, this thesis reveals the reaction of Slovak Jewish youth tdeavish
legislation and the Holocaug&this project contributes primary source based research to
the historical record on the HolocaustSlovakia, he Noviky laboramp, and the fate of
Jewish youthThe testimonies reveal Jewish daily life inqwar Czechoslovakia, how

the youth understood the rise in antisemitism, and how their families ultimately survived
the HolocaustThroughan examination ohe Noviky labor campve learn how Jewish
families and communities were able to remain together throughout the war, maintain

Jewish life and how they understood the policies and actions enacted upon them.
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Introduction

The fate of Jewish children and families is one of the understudied social aspects
of the Holocaust. This project aims to fill in the lacuna by examining the intersection of
Jewish youth and families, labor camps, and the Holocaust in Slovakia using oral
testimonies. What we do know about Jewish children during the Holocaust largely comes
from studies of ghettos all over Nazi-occupied Europe, orphanages and hiding in Poland
and France, and concentration and death camps in Poland and Germany. Starvation,
forced labor, and mass murder led to the destruction of Jewish children and families.

However, the wartime circumstances of independent Slovakia created specific
conditions for Jewish families. Following the annexation of Bohemia and Moravia by
Nazi Germany on September 29, 1938 and just preceding the Nazi occupation of the
remaining Czecho-Slovak Republic on March 15, 1939, Slovakia declared its
independence on March 14, 1939 as an ally of Nazi Germany. The subsequent wave of
government mandated antisemitism shocked the Jewish community of Slovakia. Thanks
to the legacy of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Slovak Jews were multilingual in Slovak,
German, and Hungarian, and familiar with those cultures. Since 1918, they had been
divided into two predominant religious communities: Neologand Orthodox.' The

majority of the Jews lived in western Slovakia, where both the secular and Orthodox

" Neologis the Hungarian term for the Reform movement in Judaism that began in Germany in the early
19™ century. See Michael Meyer, Response to Modernity:A History of the Reform Movement in Judaism
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1988).



communities weracculturated.In 1921, Jewish communities were small and spread out,
with the largest Slovak Jewish concentration of 10,973 in Bratislava representing 11% of
the cityOs populatidrKosice, a city located ipastern Slovakia, had the second largest
Jewish population of 8,792SlovakiaOs estimated Jewish population numbered roughly
90,000 in 194G.The testimonies reveal thate-war relations with norlews in daily life
extended beyond pleasantries to frigmgs, business partnerships, and reliance on
Jewishprofessionalsuch asnedicaldoctors. Given that most of SlovakiaOs Jewish
population tended to live in small concentrations, the survivorsO own perceptians of
numerical makeup of their communitied to align closely with published population
estimatesThe survivorsO testimonies contribute to our understanding of the histories of
smaller Jewish communities that have notbé@roughly studied.

After the initial and devastating transportdvdirch and Aprill942, some 25,000
Jews remainedlive in Slovakia® In an effort to prevent the collapse of the economy, the
local, fascisSlovak government issued Oeconomic exen®tapers for Jewish
professional males. The papers declared selected Jewish business owners and farmers as
vital contributors to the economy and labor force. Most of the men were heads of
households, so their exemption from the 1942 deportations inclodegpouse and
children. Consequently, Slovak authorities took many of those families to work in labor

camps. The Noviky camp was located outsidb@tmall village from which the labor

2 petr Brod, Katiina" apkovt,andMichal Frank| OCzechoslovakiaYdvVO Encyclopedia of Jews in
Eastern Européttp://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Czechoalda (accessed March 19, 2011).
Hereafter: OCzechoslovakia,O YIVO Encyclopedia.
j OCzechoslovakia,0 YIVO Encyclopedia.
Ibid.
® Jehuda Bauer, OThe Tragedy of the Slovak Jews Within the Framewaki ¢folicy Towards the Jews
in Europe in General,The Tragedy of Slovak Jews: Proceedings of the International Symposium in Banska
Bystrica, March 25827, 1992 ed Jarek Mensfel(Slovakia: Datei, 1992), 71.
¢ OCzechoslovakia,0 YIVO Encyclopedia.



camp has its name. The town of Noviky is situated in western &oegiproximately

78 km east of the Czech border and 175 km northeast of Bratislava. Slovak Jewish men
holding exemption papers built the Noviky labor camp about dvkayfrom the village

at the base of the surroundifgtraMountains The development of thdlovikycamp is
unclear. SurvivordgstimoniegecallJewishmenbeginningto build the camp as eards
October 1941By April 1942,the Jewish forced laborers becammates with their

families Roughestimates reveal between 1,600 and 2,000 Slovakwevesmprisoned

in theNovikylabor campuntil the Slovak National Uprising on August 29, 1984ring

the uprisingSlovaks, Jews, and Communists fought against the German and Slovak
Nazis for two months before the Nazi forces defeated them. The outbreak of fighting
forced Jewish families out of the Noviky labor camp and into hiding until the end of the
war.

Lacking kasic resources aridaringthe local Slovak population, Jewish families
depended upon luck and ingenuity for survival. As the testimonies reveal, many Slovak
Jews remember positive relations with rl@ws until the beginning of World War 11.

After thelocal, fascistSlovak government passed adgwish legislation on September 9,
1941, many Slovaks officially confiscated Jewish property and took over businesses in a
process of AryanizatiohLocal Slovak populations assisted government offidials
assembling transport lists of Jews from their communities. Some Slovaks did not actively
participate in either of these actions against the Jews and remained indifferent to their

plight. After Soviet forces liberated Slovakia in April 1945, many Jevastilies

’ Aryanization is the transfer of Jewiskvned businesses to German ownership throughout Germany and
Germanoccupied countes. In this case, the nalewish Slovaks did this to Slovak Jews. See Martin Dean,
Robbing the Jews: The Confiscation of Jewish Property in the Holocaust19438Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2008).



returned to their homes and communities to be met with hostility, pogroms, and little
hope for continuing life in Slovakia. The majority of the surviving Slovak Jewish
population immigrated between 1945 and 1949 to Israel, the U.S., and other Western
countries.

Study of the fate of Slovak Jewish youth presents several important questions.
How did Slovak Jewish youth understand changes in their relations with non-Jews during
the war? How did Jewish families and communities reorganize and remain together in the
face of the Holocaust? What were the characteristics of Jewish daily life in Slovakia
during the Holocaust? What can we learn from late post-war young survivors’
testimonies about their childhood experience during the war? How does the Israeli

context affect how the survivors relate their wartime experiences?

My Research Perimeters

In order to address these issues, I choose to discuss the Novaky labor camp for
several reasons. The Novaky camp was built by Jewish men and populated largely by
their families. It had numerous social and communal institutions that provided the youth
with Jewish, secular, and Zionist education, plays, exercise, and life seemingly normal
and similar to the outside world. Because of that, an examination of Jewish youth and
families in the Novaky camp could shed light on Jewish childhood during the Holocaust.
Since the majority of Slovak Jews immigrated to Israel, the bulk of adult and young

survivors’ testimonies are deposited in the Yad Vashem archives.® Therefore, the sample

¥ I intend to include testimonies from the Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education at
the University of Southern California and the Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimony based at
Yale University in a future project. See http://dornsife.usc.edu/vhi/ and
http://www.library.yale.edu/testimonies/.



group has to be placed in a distinct Israeli context, through which they remember and
speak about their Holocaust experiences. Israeli scholars working in the Yad Vashem
archives conduct the interviews in Hebrew. I am responsible for the translations into
English, which provide the basis for this study. Transcripts accompany some of the video
testimonies in the archives. Two testimonies in this study from Vera P. and Regina G.
had transcripts, and I consulted them when needed. Otherwise, I screened the videos and
translated solely from the spoken narrative.

In the Yad Vashem archives in January 2011, I located 35 video testimonies of
adult and young survivors who went through the Novéky labor camp at some point
during their Holocaust experience. In addition, there are six written testimonies of
survivors who were adults in the camp, which are not used. This project uses testimony
from Jewish youth, and my focus is on video testimony. “Children” and “youth” in the
Holocaust were defined by different standards. According to Slovak government policy,
unmarried men and women age 16-35 were the first targets of deportation on March 25,
1942."° Slovak Jewish youth attending secondary school until age 16 were subjected to
anti-Jewish measures as early as 1938. Historians define children and youth by different
standards in their studies. Deborah Dwork uses Nazi policy definitions of children up to
the age of 6, 10, or 12 depending on the location. Sharon Kangisser Cohen determines a
child survivor as one who was no older than 16 at the end of the war. Joanna B. Michlic

analyzes written testimonies from children age 6-18 in the immediate postwar years."'

' Ivan Kamenec, On the Trail of Tragedy: The Holocaust in Slovafaatislava: Hajko & Hajkova for
Interel, 2007), 216.

' See Deborah Dwork, Children with a Star: Jewish Youth in Nazi Eurapew Haven: Yale University
Press, 1991); Sharon Kangisser Cohen, Child Survivors of the Holocaust in Isra@ortland: Sussex
Academic Press, 2005); Joanna B. Michlic, “Jewish Children in Nazi-Occupied Poland: Survival and
Polish Jewish Relations During the Holocaust as Reflected in Early Postwar Recollections” (Jerusalem:
Yad Vashem, 2008).



For the purposes of this study, | consider JeighuthO ads or younger at the
outbreak of World War Il in 1939. In terms of gender representation, 25 males and 10
females comprise the group of Noviky survivors who were documented in the Yad
Vashem archives as of January 2011. In order to maintajprasentative sample of
male and female experience, | choose the number of testimonies for each gender before
finalizing the sample based on other criteria. Accordingly, this study is based on the
testimonies of fivgyoungmales and twgoungfemales.

Yad Vashem began videotaping testimony in 1989. t€keémoniesn this study
were given between 1996 and 2009. Due to the time consuming process of digitization,
testimonies from 2008 and 2009 until the present were generally not aviolalknine
in January 2011This eliminated at least eight testimonies that could have been screened
to determine whether they could be included in the study. At a later date, | plan to access
these testimonies to use for furthesearchln addition, IreceivedDan S.Os testimony
given in 2009irectly from him.

| also viewed the remaining 27 testimonies to gain a broader perspective. Three
testimonies out of this group were eliminated from the possible sample pool due to poor
video quality thatid not allowa basic understanding and translation oftéstimony.
Thetestimonies of thé&ur youngest survivors, aged7] 2-8, and 410 between 1939
and 1945, were not used because of a general lack of suffigéical data in them
The remainindgestimonies are of youtiged5-15 in 1939 and 121 in 1945. From this
pool of 20 testimonies, seven were chosen to represent a varietyvedupsecial

background, experiences in the campd survival stories after leaving the camp.




My goal in choosing these testimonies was to show a mosaic of possibleffates
Slovak youth who went through the Noviggmp. There was no preference made for
ObetterO or OworseO stories. Rather, the intent is to show a range of possibilities and
individual circumstances that led to survival among Slovak Jewish youth. Some survivors
spent as little as a week and otherag as two years in the Noviky camp. After the
Slovak National Uprising on August 29, 1944, these youth hid with Slovak Christians or
in bunkers in the forests, collaborated with partisans, and ultimately immigrated to Israel
between 1948 and 1949. Eagtbry is unique, but at the same time contributes to an
overall understanding of Slovak JewsO wartime experiences, the Noviky labor camp, and

the effects of the Holocaust on Jewish youth and families.

A Case Study

Much has been written about the affects of the Holocaust on Jewish communities
in Prague, Bohemia and Moravia, and Hungary. Like the Noviky labor camp,
Theresienstadt was first established as a transit camp for Czech Jews on November 24,
1941. Following te Wannasee conference on the OFinal Solution® on January 20, 1942,
Theresienstadtinctioned as an Oinstrument of propaganda for a false alibiO of the
treatment of Jews under the Nazi regiighe OcamphettoO population of German,
Austrian, and Czech Jews swelled to 60,000 by September-d 94#il the end of the
war on May 9, 1945, the children of Theresienstadt produced an abundance of well
documented works of art, music, diaries, poetry, plays, and prose, which have come to

symboliz spiritual and cultural resistance to the German Nazi regime in a concentration

13 Livia RothkirchenThe Jews of Bohem&nd Moravia: Facing the Holocaugtincoln: Universty of
Nebraska Press, 200265.
!4 RothkirchenThe Jews of Bohemia and Morayv234.



camp.Nearly90,000Jewswent throughTheresienstadb certain death elsewhere and
roughly 33,000 died in the caniself by the end of the wdr Given thecircumstances
of the youth inmates, | argue that a closer examination of daily life in other labor camps,
such as Novikyenrich our understanding ohildren not onlyin Theresienstadbut also
other areas of Czechoslovakfa.

| draw on the methodology developed by prominent historians specializing in the
history of children in the Holocaust and the us&sfimony in Holocaust research. A
brief examination of theurrentscholarship on the Holocaust in Slovakia demonstrates
the need for more objective and comprehensive research in this area. | also examine the
secondary literature on the prsar Jewish comunity and the Holocaust in Slovakia.

This project focuses on seveideotestimonies to provide a qualitative analysis
of a small sample grougpf young Holocaust survivar§rom youngest to oldest, we will
follow the memories of Harry D., Shlomo G., Danera P., Yan H., Regina G., and
Yizkhak I. from their prewar childhoods to the end of the war in April 194%lovak
Jewish youth and families and tNeviky labor camp are under researcagpect®of
Holocaust history, so the driving force bethithis project igo understand these aspects
on a deeper level throughe voices of the survivors. Tlhegte postwar testimonieof
young survivorgeveal a retrospective perception on tlohifdhood These youths
poignantly depict not only how the Slovak Jewish community reactaxdtitdewish

policies in particularto the conditions of forced labor in the Novigamp. A more

!5 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, OTheresienstadt,0
http://www.ushmm.org/wlic/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005424, accessed April 21, 2011.

16 See Dan MichmarfheEmergence of JewisBhettosDuring the Holocaustirans.Lenn J. Schramm
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011)al&arasMusic in Terezi, 19411945 2" ed.
(Hillsdale, NY: Pendragon Press, 20085na Volavkovied.,| Never Saw Another Butterflg™ ed. (New
York: Schocken Books, 1993).

Y Their first nane and last initial is used in complianeéh Yad Vashem copyright restrictions.



comprehensive study wouidclude all of the testimonies in the Yad Vashem archives
and other depositories, diaries and memoirs, and secondary literature in foreign
languages. The limitations of the study are clear. These testimonies cannot tell us

everything. However, they do prioke a window into the past that has yet to be examined.



Chapter 1

Literature Review and Methodology

As background for the project, | draw on the methodology developed by
prominent historians specializing in the history of children in the Holocaust and the use
of testimony in Holocaust research. Although | am not able to include an exhaustive
survey of dlof the important works of these fields, | draw on the research of several

historians that hasfluencedthis study.

Studies on Children

Deb—rabwork examines the fate of Jewish children during the Holocaust in her
pioneering studyChildren Wth A Star She investigates the wartime experiences of
Jewish youth in hiding, transit camps, ghettos, death, concentration, and slave labor
camps Dwork uses her interviews with child survivors in addition to childrenOs letters,
drawings, diaries, and journals. DworkOs comprehensive account includes Jewish youth
from all over Europe. Through her empirical research, Dwork develops important
theoretical franeworks for analyzing testimony. She addresses methodological issues
such as the reliability of late postwar testimony and the lack of archival documentation of

children. Dwork questions the ability of survivorspi@sent the wartime experiences of

1C



thevictims. But utimately, she argues in favor of theeof testimonyin historical
reconstructionsind the value of incorporating it into historical studies.

Nicholas StargardtO&/jtnesses of Wais the first social history of Nazi Germany
through the perspective of children during the Watis study analyzes World War I
and the Holocaust through published accounts of young survivors. His method focuses on
childhood in the war Qas it wasO and how the children constructeddriikeal
Dwork, StargardtOs study incorporates chil@eewoiceBom all overNazi-occupied
Europe and usesational contexts as a tool to understarchezuntryOs relation to Nazi
Germany. He explores how war affects children in their daily lives. In one case, German
youth mimicking the German soldiers they see on the streets. He looks at accounts of
Jewish children in concentration camps playing gam#scting their own conditions
without food. Stargardt provides a comprehensive portrayal of childhood during war
through the young peopleQOs eyes.

JudithHemmendingeexamines child survivors of Auschwitz and Buchenwald in
the immediate postwar yearsthsy struggle to recover from the Holocaust.
Hemmendinger uses her experience working in the French relief organization (OSE) to
describe the condition of orphaned children housed in Ogroup homesO for three years after
the end of the war. Her work combintesr firsthand observations of the childrenOsO
Oreturn to normal lifeO from 192848 and their own reflections of this period as
adults®® Conducting the interviews herself nearly 40 years later, Hemmendinger

succeeded in portrayirtge conditions of children in the immediate postwar years as well

19 SeeNicholasStargardtWitness of War: ChildrenOs Lives under the Nalgsv York: Knopf, 2006).
20 Judith Hemmendinge§urvivors: Children bthe HolocaustBethesda, MD: National Press, Inc., 1986
11.
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as their retrospectivgerspective on those timdser empirical research exposes how
memories and perspectives of these events contireuobeeover time?*!

In Maria HochbergMarianskaand Noe GrY€3s collection afarly postwar
interviews, children describe their wartime experiences. This foundational text of
childrenOs immediate postwar testimony relates the fR@igi Jewishyouth who
survived ghettos, camps, hiding, prison, and the resistafte last chapter of the
collectionswitches to adult testimonies of their interactions with children during the
HolocaustAll give us a glimpse intavartime experiences through early eyewitness
testimonyof both children and adults.

Joannd. Michlic focuses on the social history of Jewish children in postwar
Poland. Her work exaimes early postwar testimonies to reveal the O OrawO or OfreshO
memory of childrenOs wartime experiences and the impact of these experiences on their
identity.®® In addition to testimonies, Michlic uses records fraphanages]ewish
relief organizationsand Christian rescuets illustrate how childrenOs struggles began
after the war in attempting to rebuild their lives. Examining hundreds of childrenOs
testimonies taken byistoriansandeducators othe JewistHistorical Commission in
Poland Michlic reconstructs childrenOs wartime experiences in hiding. The empirical
evidence demonstrates the clarity of childrenOs perceptionsO of their rescuersO attitudes

towards them. Tdavoices of chdren areacrucial component in understanding childhood

2 seeHemmendinger and Robert Kelldhe Children of Buchenwald: Child Survivors of the Holocaust
and Their PosWar Lives(Jerusalem; Hewlett, NY: Gefen House, 2000).

22 seeMaria HochbergMarianskaand Noe GrYss, edShe Children Accuserans. Bill Johnston_Lpndon:
Vallentine Mitchell, 1995

23 SeeJoannaB. Michlic, OOWho Am 1?0 The Identity of Jewish Children in Poland19485%olin 20
(2007).
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during the Holocaust: Her comprehensive study of Jewish children and their Polish
Christian rescuers uses childrenOs written and video testimonies, aneierl, and
letters from Christian rescuers to shed light on Palshish relations from the
perspective of Jewish childrén.

Nahum Bogner explores the rescue of Jewish children hidden by Polish Christian
families and in convent$.BognerOs examinémtbalance between the desires of Jewish
organizations to OsaveO Jewish children and restore the Jewish community with the
unavoidable difficulty of the young children to part from their rescuers and relearn their
new identities. He highlights the spectrofmChristian rescuersO motivations to keep the
children from monetary reward to a genuine desiedtaptthe children they had grown
close to over the war years. Bogeicuments the hardships faced by the orphaned
Jewish youth, their rescuers, and the Jewish organizations all working in the Obest

interestsO of the torn and traumatized youth.

Using Testimony in Historical Writing
Since 1979, Lawrence Langer has devetbp widely accepted methodology of
analyzing survivor testimony. His distinguished works on Holocaust testimonies provide

a critical look into the nature of memory and the construction of testimony. Based on 10

24 SeeMichlic, OThe Raw Memory of &v: Early Postwar Testimonies of Children in DBrieckain
Otwock OYad VashemStudies 37, no. 1 (2009).

25 SeeMichlic, Qewish Children in NazDccupied Poland: Early Podar Recollections of Survival and
Polish-Jewish Relations during the Holocaj@tpiblished by Search and Research Lectures and Papers, no.
14, Yad Vashem (2008).

% seeNahumBogner At the Mercy of Strangerdhe Rescue of Jewistiliren with Assumeddentities

in Poland trans. Ralph Mandel (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2009); Sebliats@\schkenaziGhildren
Homes in the American Zone of Occupation 12989 (unpublished in English) in HebreW# $"%&'()%"
POL* ##* *$-1 06.*/1 +* *[+$&0'1$" '+# 0I'$" (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2008muna Nachmany
GafnydDividing Hearts: The Removal of Jewish Children from Gentile Families in Poland in the
Immediate PosHolocaust Yeargunpublished in English) in Hebrew0"*,- +*##$+#20'1*!' 0'1$'+",*!
.)Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2005&! %-"$3'$*48'%,*/
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years of interviews, he formulates five #ist phases of Otraumatic memoryQ: deep,
anguished, humiliated, tainted, and unheroic. These categories of nfacilgte
understandingf the nuances of survivorsO testimony. Langer argues that patterns of
language shape a testimaauyd produce one or more types of memory. Langer seeks to
solidify the reality of Oformer victimsOO OtrueO experiences, which cannot be resolved and
marketed into a twour feature filnf’ As such, he asserts the presence of Omoral
formulas about learninfjom experience and growing through suffering rapidly
disintegrate into meaningless fragments of rhetorical consolationO in interviews with
members of the second generation and late postwar survivor testiffdraesier
contendHHolocaustiterature, films, and the public response to them, miiyence and
taint the survivorOs ability to reveal their memazsiratelywithout feeling the need to
include a message of h®pr embellish detaildHe challenges the reader to accept the
limitations and disconnectedness of survivor testimétgavoids imposing banal
notions of greater purpose or meaning. LangerOs detailed account of the varieties of
memory, their specific characteristics, and patterns in narrative strécutack thereof
Pprovide a critical methodologdfy.

Geoffrey Hartman emphagies the Oimportance of tietimOstoryQ in
Holocaust historical narratives as opposed to the perpeteatperspectivé® He argues
onemust be familiar with theurvivors@ultural and linguistic perspéeé when

analyzing testimonyHartmann discusses tkballengeof thearguablyfree flowing

2" Lawrence L. Langetolocaust Testimonies: The Ruins of Mem@®tgw Haven: Yale University Press,
1991), xii.

28| anger Holocaust Testimoniesi.

2 seel anger,Using and Abusing the Holocau@&loomington: Indiana University Press, 2008)ie
Holocaust and the Literary Imaginatidhew Haven: Yale University Press, 1975).

%0 Geoffrey Hartman, OThe Humanities of Testimony: An IntroductidRg@tics Today7, no.2 (Summer
2006): 253.
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nature olvideo testimony in comparison to structured literary accott#ggmann
acknowledges the inherent challenge of applying traditional methods of analysis to this
type of Otext.O However, he asserts the value of video testireepgsingdetails and
memories that would otherwise remain hidden.

Henry Greenspamand Sidney Bolkosky explore the Owide gulf between
interviewing theory and actual practiceO in order to formulate criteria for a good
interview?? They argue the tension between theory and practice reveals itself in
deviations from interview s@is. Greenspan and Bolkosky define a OgoodO interview
when the survivor experiences a Omutual engagement,O Oshared commitment,O and
OcollaborationO during the interview proééfs addition, survivors are keenly aware
that a Oprofessional interviewer lideato respond to particular memories while keeping
track of the wider experiencé’@reenspan and Bolkosky argue that a interview
Omay be a relatively rare thinfg.O

In another study, Greenspan explores the relationship between earlier survivor
testmonies in the immediate postwar years with later testimonies given decades later. He
argues that the early testimonies hold immense value in not only understanding the events
of the Holocaust, but also the nature and purpose of testimony itself. Gredaspahes
theabundance of immediate postwar testimonies written in displaced persons Eamps
cites the Central Historical Commission of the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in

Germany having colleet over 2,500 written testimonies and 10,000 questionnaires.

31 See Hartmanred.,Holocaust and Remembrance: The Shapes of Me(@ofprd: Blackwell Press,

1995).

32 Henry Greenspan and Sidney Bolkosky, OWhen Is an Interview an Interview? Notes from Listening to
Holocaust Survivors,Poetics Todap7, no.2 (Summer 206): 432.

3 Greenspan and Bolkosk#32.

*Ibid., 441.

% Ipid., 439.
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Similar organizations in Poland and Hungary collegG@&f0and 3,500 testimonies
respectively, totaling ove20,000written testimonies between 1945 and 1948. Greenspan
emphasizes the significance of this quantity as Ocomparable to the results of the most
active subsequent testimony projets.

Greenspan compares survivorsO later refleatioaarlier testimony. He
describes how the early testimonies Omay not be discussed, or even initially remembered,
by the survivorshemselves®In an early testimony, a survivor may see their story as an
instrument of hope to both bear witness to those murdered and inspire moral
improvements. Whereas a testiny given later in life may reflect a deeper sadness, lack
of resolution, and less optimistic perception of its impact. Greenspan argues the
importance of earlier testimoniesO untainted narrative, which inherently lacks the
Ofamiliar rhetoric and abstratO resulting from years of constructing morality tales
from survivor account®’

Tony Kushner studies the misuse of Holocaust testimony and the problems of
representation in the postwar years. He argues the key to successfully utilizing Holocaust
testinonies lies in Ounderstanding the nature of ordinary peopleOs constructions of their
life histories, with their internal silences and mythologi€@XQshner seeks to reveal
problematic patterns of abuse of testimony. The first public act of marginalizhtioa

survivor testimonies occurred during the war crimes trials where prosecutors preferred

3% Greenspan, OThe Awakening of Memory: Survivor Testimonies in the First Years after the Holocaust and
Today,{Lecture published in Monna afitto Weinmanr_ecture Series, United States Holocaust
MemorialMuseum, Washington, D.C.: 200@),

37 Greenspan, OThe Awakening of Memo8;,O

*%1pid., 13.

39 Tony Kushner, OHolocaust Testimony, Ethics, and the Problem of Represenfatiit©Today27, no.

2 (Summer006):275.

16



Odocumentary evidenceO to the surviving victimOs tesfiiamshner argues that it was
not until Martin GilbertOs 1986 monograpte Holocaust: The Jewish Tragettiat Othe
centrality of victim testimonyO appeared in historical acctitte.asserts the frequent
misuse of testimony as Oan illustrative deviceO fordéarered histories, rather than
driving the narrativé? In addition, Kushner investigates howlaaad social historians
recover testimonies of marginalized voices in traditional historical narrative. He focuses
on the rejection of survivor narratives deemed Ounreliable,O particularly child survivors.
Kushner argues Othe mythologies created withimichgl life stories, rather than being
seen as an inherent weakness, have (only recently) been celebrated as one of their
strengths.® Kushner determines that Holocaust testimony must be Otaken seriously on

its own terms.®

Notable Recent Works

The wrtings ofChristopher Browning, a distinguished historian of the Holocaust,
represenan interesting shift from perpetratdriven histories to testimoryased
historical narrativei recent years> Browning describes higparoach for using
testimonies as markedly different frdns previous studies. He does not analyze the
relationship between history and memory in terms of the Ocollective singularO or

Ocollective memoryO of the surviv8rRather, he looks to the Oindividual plural® and

*OKushner 277.

“Ipid., 278.

*21pid., 279.

**Ipid., 282.

*Ibid., 289.

%5 See Christopher Browningememberig Survival: Inside a Nazi Sladsabor Camp(New York:
Norton, 2010).

“6 Browning, Collected Memories: Holocaustistory and Postwar Testimorfiadison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 2003), 39.
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Ocollective memoriesO in order to construct a history based on Oa variety of different,
often conflicting and contradictory, in some cases clearly mistaken, memories and
testimonies of individual survivor$/@rowning emphasizes the importance of
approaching survivor testimony with the same critical lens as any other historical
document. Browning illustrates this point using Jan GrossO controversial study,
Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish CommunifieslwabneGross indicts Polish
perpetrators for the brutabgromof July 1941in the town of Jedwabri& Browning

argues that GrossO approach to the testimonies as uncritically OtrueO betrays a more
nuanced understanding N&zi occupied Polandccordingly,Browning asserts the
survivors Otend to rememH@with greater vividness, specificity, and outrdjie
shattering and gratuitous acts of betrayal by their neighbors more than the systematic acts
of anonymousGermans.®Browning illustrates the importance of a critical approach to
both testimony and official records.

Omer Bartovaleading scholar of genocide and the Holocaust, recently utilized
testimonies in his writing of local history in Eastern Eurdlide reiterates the
marginalization of Jewish testimonies and the favoring of Oobjective® German
documentation in historical accounts. Bartov rejects the perception of the Oovertly
objective nature of such documentation,O since Othe officials who writeandanand
hand down orders are hardly free of bias, prejudice, or an intentional desire to veil the

actual meaning of the document$ Bartov emphases the ability of testimonies to

" Browning, Collected Memories39.

“8 See Jan T. Groshleighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedw@ireeton:
Princeton University Press, 2001).

“9Browning Collected Memories3.

*Y See Omer BartoErased: Vanishing Traces déwish Galicia in Preseribay Ukraine(Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2007).

*1 Bartov, OEastern Europe as the Site of Genocithe,Qournal of Modern Histor§0, no.3 (2008): 584.
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expose individual and communal responses to the genocide and policies enacted upon
them. This gaping hole in the historical record also requires the inclusion-Gemosh
testimony. Bartov analyzes both Jewish surviestimony and local ethnic groups to
reveal the inteethnic relations that often determined the fate of local Jewish

communities.

Slovakia as a Subject

In English, only two collections of essagse monographand a number of
articlesfocuson the Holocaust in Slovakia. Since linguistic limitations prevent me from
reviewing Slovak language publications, | examine these texts and incorporate them into
the historical narrative when possible. However, lvan Kamenec, a prominent Slovak
historian of the Holocaust, describes Slovak scholarship on the Holocaust as
OcontradictoryO and marginalizeMoreover the subjects rarely discussed in an open,
unprejudiced and qualified way’0’hese issues are evident in the tendency of Slovak
scholars to attribute Slovak adewish legislation and action to German Nazi pressure.

Katar'naHradskt a respected Slovakstorianof the Holocaustargues that
OGermanyOs influenceO determined the Slovak approach to the OJewish ¥&éstion.O
claims that a meeting between Slovak officials and Hitler in Salzburg on July 28, 1940
Osignaled the start of the introduction in Slovakia ofdtelogy of German National

Socialism.& However, Slovak fascist, antewish ideology was developing in the

2 Kamenec, 19.

>3 |pid.

** Katar'naHradsk} OGermanyOs Influence on the Solution of the Jewish Question in Sldnakia;&
Violence Past and Present (Bratislava: Slovak National Museum, 2003), 37.

5 Hradski 37.

19



Slovak government by 1938 By framing the Slovak Nazi policies of Aryanization,
concentration, deportation, and extermination of its Jews in tefrars Oinstigation of the
German foreign office,O a discerning reader cannot help but question the attempt to
relinquish the Slovak government of its culpabifify.

The empirical and theoretical studies highlighted here inform my analysis of
survivor testmony. | aim to contextualize the testimonies using secondary literature of
the Holocaust in Slovakia, while allowing the Jewish youthsO voices to drive the
narrative. The scope of the study limits me from fully engaging in discrepancies between
the historcal records and testimonies. | seek to utilize both types of sources to provide a
fuller picture of Jewish daily life and the fate of Slovak Jewish youth during the

Holocaust in Slovakia.

56 Kamenec, 56.
5" Hradskf 37.

20



Chapter 2
Pre-War Memories of Jewish Youth

“They were our Shabbat goys...” DYitzkhak I.

For the Jewish youth in this study, experiences ofyaelife are as similar and
different in almost equal measure. Commonalities among survivors include sufficient
middle-class economic background to sec@®o@omic exemptionO papers, physical
attributes that facilitate easy blending in, fluency in Slovak and German, and most of all,
sheer luck and fortuitous circumstances.

All the Yad Vashemnterviews have a chronological structure of questioning.
Beginning with earliest childhood memories and family life, the survivors were asked to
speak about their family home, religious, economic, and social backgrounds, schooling,
what languages theydened and how they identified nationally. The same structure of
guestioning applied to their wartime and pastr experiences. Based on this model, |
organize their memories of prear daily life into following categories: families and
communities, socio@momic status, linguistic and national affiliation, Jewish, Zionist
and secular education, religious identity, and relations withRJears. On the micrtevel
of the family unit, the study of these aspects contributes to our understanding of how
Jewish yoths experienced a systematic destruction of identity and understanding of their

world.
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Families and Communities

The Slovak Jewish children of this study were born in different towns from where
their families came. Though no definitive explanation can be found in secondary
literature, the distribution of Jewish communities in small villages without hospitals or
permanent doctors is a likely factor. Harry D. was born in 1934 in Tren! in, a town in
western Slovakia located near the current border between the Czech Republic and
Slovakia. His family lived in Nové Mesto nad Vahom, which was located 28 km
southwest of Tren! in. According to Harry D.’s recollections, the Jewish community in
Nové Mesto numbered about 1,000 people, and therefore large enough to have a
synagogue in the town itself. Indeed, the Orthodox synagogue was built in 1921 to
support the growing community. They also had a small yeshivaa talmud torah)and a
hevra kaddisha® A 1930 census establishes a Jewish population of 1,581 and 1,209 in
1940.%° Encyclopaedia Judaicaports that 1,300 of the Nové Mesto’s Jews were taken
in the first transports from Slovakia in March 1942 to Sobibor and Treblinka.®’ Since
some secular Jews did not declare their religious affiliation as Jewish, these numbers can
be understood as a rough estimate. Harry D. describes Nové Mesto as a “mixed city,” like
most Slovak areas, comprised of Jews and Christian Slovaks, Hungarians, and
Germans.®' However, his family’s interactions with Christians extended beyond simple

cohabitation in a shared town. A Christian family lived in an apartment located in the

% A talmudtorah is community-run Jewish religious elementary school for poor and orphaned children
unable to pay tuition to attend a hederor private religious school. A hevra kaddishas a religious morgue
service that prepares and transports bodies for burial. See
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Heder.

** Yeshayahu Jelinek, “Nove Mesto Nad Vahom,” Encyclopaedia Judaicads. Michael Berenbaum and
Fred Skolnik. 2nd ed., vol. 15. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007. 318-319. Gale Virtual Reference
Library, accessed March 19, 2011.

% Jelinek, “Nove Mesto Nad Vahom™ Encyclopaedia Judaica

%' The testimony of Harry D., ID# 4115591, November 19, 2001, interviewed by Sigal Holtzman, Yad
Vashem Archives (hereafter: YVA), accessed January 5, 2011. Hereafter YVA #4115591.
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family-owned building. Harry D., his parents, and his paternal grandparents shared the
rest of the space as Ofive souls in one hddsei€difficult to determine whether i
was unusual for Slovak Jewry because of the limited research on Jewish daily life in
Slovakia.

Shlomo G. was born in 1932 in Nitra, a city in western Slovakia with a prominent
Jewish community. His younger sister was born four years later. The mond@h of
century Hungary restricted Jewish settlement Obetween the Moravian border and the river
Nitra.?® The Jews of Nitra had an Orthodox avih/log synagogue with their respective
cemeteries, @eshiva, atalmud torah, amikveh, an orphanage, a home for glderly, a
public kosher kitchen, and a Gerrdanguage Jewish primary sch86lThe community
consisted mostly of affluent Slovak Jews, but also a significant number of impoverished
Jews, as evidenced by the need for communal help centers. The 1930 eenisies
3,809 Jews in Nitra, and 4,358 in 1940 on the eve of the deportations. Again, these
numbers likely represent a rough estimate of the population, since historians evaluate that
Osome 4,400 of NitraOs Jews were sent to extermination €mps.O

Shlono G.Os mother grew up in Dunanitrta a small village in Czechoslovakia.
His father was also born and raised in Nitra. As the youngest son without a profession,
Shlomo G.Os father took over the family farm, located just outside of the city, which
would Utimately prove to be a significant contribution to the familyOs survival. The farm

provided food, resources, and economic exemption papers for its operation.

®2YVA #4115591.

83 Robert Buechler, OThe Jewish Community in Slovakia Before World B®arMensfelt, The Tragedy
of Slovak Jews, 14.

® A mikveh is a bath facility fodewishritual cleansingSee
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Personal_Hygiene_and_Grooming

8 Jelinek, "Nitra, Encyclopaedia Judaica.
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Like Harry D. and Shlomo G., Dan S. grew up in a small family. He lived with his
older sister, prents, and maternal grandparents. Dan S. was born in 1932 in Nitra, in his
grandparentsO home, but lived in the village of Noviky. Because of its small size, Dan S.
recalls being the only Jewish family in town and one or two other Jewish families in the
surrounding villages.

As an only child, Vera P. was born in 1926 and grew up in Brezno, a small town
in the center of Slovakia. There were less than 100 Jewish families in Brezno, and she
describes the nedewish population as Overy antisemitfdiOspie of this, her father
cultivated positive relations with the Christian inhabitants and was a successful
businessman. As a sgifoclaimed Ocapitalist,O his political philosophy did not mirror
those common of Slovak Jews, who were largely Social Demoadiefa wing in their
political affiliation. Moreover, Vera P.Os interest in Communist youth groups and Zionist
organizations were a source of tension in the family.

Yan H. was born in 1926 in Muchev8ubcarpathain Rus, Czechoslovakia,
village that isiow part of Ukraine. E was raised in Bratislawantil 1940 after his family
left Banska BystricaHis father grew up in Topbany, where the family would escape to
in 1940. Yan H. only refers to his motherOs birthplace sméltown in the center of
SlovakiaG3’

Regina G. was born in 1924 and raised in Petrovenec, Slovakia, now called
Sabinov, located in northeastern Slovakia. The small village was home to only one other

Jewish family, but Regina G. recalls walking to the nearest synagogue with a éw oth

% The testimony oVera P, ID# 3564284 November 17, 1996nterviewed byDina SheffetYVA,
accessed January 5, 2011. Hereafter: Y\3A64284

" The testimony o¥an H., ID# 6223505 December 10, 2@) interviewed byunnamed femaleyVA,
accessed January 5, 2011. Hereafter: Y\6R28505
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Jewish families from the surrounding villages. After the death of his first wife and child
in labor, her father remarried and had nine children. All five boys and four girls had
Yiddish names.

Like Regina G., Yitzkhak I. had many siblings. He was dreght children
living in a large house that the family had built in TB@my. He was born in 1924.
Topd" anyOs Jewish population numbered 2,991 in 1930, 2,700 in 1939, and 3,000 in
1942. The surge in the official numbers can be attributed to an irffliexs from
Osurrounding villages who moved there, concerned for their s¥fatyelJewish
community had a primary school{@mud torah, an oldage home, and womenOs
associations for communal life outside of the synagogue. About 2,500 of Gog&s
Jews were deported from Slovakia in 1942. Another 1,000 were taken from the city after
German Nazi soldiers quelled the Slovak National Uprising in 1944. After the war in
1945, a devastating pogrom swept the city injuring at least 39 people. As a result, only

320 survivors remained in 1947, most of whom emigrated by 1949.

Socioeconomic Background

The economic status of Slovak Jews was Oquite highO compared éovisin
Slovaks and Jews in Eastern Europe before WRNIH.the workforce in 1930, Jews
comprisedb3% of business and finance, 20.2% of handcrafts and industry, 7.7% of
public service, and 7% of agricultuf®Slovak Jews were clearly an integral part of the
Slovak economy. The Jewish youth in this study were raised in relatively successful and

financially stable families that either owned small businesses or farms.

®8Jelinek, "Topolcany,Encyclopaedia Judaica.
% Buechler, 34.
" Ibid., 33.

25



Harry D.Os father and grandfather worked in a factory building strollers, suitcases,
and furniture. They had a private moving business on the side with two employees. Since
it was rare to wn a car in rural Slovakia, they had horses for the business. After
inheriting the large family farm, Shlomo G. characterizes his position in the family as
being Otaken care df-@lthough he seems embarrassed to discuss his familyOs financial
position, itis clear from his wartime experiences that his family was able to protect
significant assets. They made monthly payments to the Slovak Christian farmer who hid
them after leaving the Noviky camp.

Though they resided in a small village, Dan S.Os familghedirst in the region
to own a car and one of the few with domestic luxuries such as indoor plumbing and heat.
In addition, Dan S. grew up with German nannies who provided daycare and private
tutoring. As the governmeiatppointed, regional doctor, hiather was well known and
respected by the members of Jewish andJeamish communities alike.

Like Dan S., Vera P. also grew up in a comfortable house with German nannies.
Her father and a Christian business partneowoed a lumber factory. She recdlie
family Olived in a big, beautiful house. It vihe most beautiful house in the city and it is
historical site now. Each floor was (theiréj.They were able to buy an additional house
outside of Brezno in order to help a financially struggling widble Jewish man sought
to move after the death of his wife, but could not find a buyer for his house. When
Slovaks took over their house in the city, they were able to escape to the house in the

suburbs and remain there during the deportations.

"TYVA #4115591
2YVA #3564284.
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Already a tenager at the beginning of the war, Yan H. recalls his family coming
from a long line of shoemakers. His father fled the family home to join the Czechoslovak
army during the interwar period. He wanted to escape from the life of a shoemaker. He
worked as @ranslator after being hit in the head by the horse in their artillery brigade.
With a sustainable pension from the army and his motherOs seamstress work, Yan H.Os
parents were able to provide an average upbringing for their son.

Regina G. did not deste her parentsO background as much as her husbandOs
familyOs success in a lumber business. Both Regina G. and her older sister married into
the Gruenwald family that consisted of four brothers. It was through the Gruenwald boysO
lumber business that theyeve able to secure a place in the Noviky camp.

Finally, Yitzkhak 1.0s family owned a shoe store and workshop in the center of
Topd" any. Their business and personal relationships withRJears provided them the
contacts to trade their services with thear@an neighbors in exchange for running the
shop onShabbatnd High Holidays. Yitzkhak recalls his mother giving away winter
boots to poor Jews, as they were taken from the town in the first transports. This act of

charity demonstrates the familyOs financial security.

Jewish, Zionist, and Secular Education

The majority of Jewish youth attended public schools. Jewish schools were
usually available in cities with large Jewish populations. Zionist youth groups and adult
organizations were popular in Slovakia, and young singles tended to immigrate to
Palestine bfore the war broke out. Many of the youth had at least one extended family

member who left Slovakia in the years leading up to the outbreak of WWII in 1939.
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As the youngest in this study, Harry D. attended the Jewish school in NovZ Mesto
for two years.m 1942, antiJewish measures prevented him from continuing. His
exposure to Zionism came through his aunt, who tried to immigrate to Palestine with
Hashomer Hatzaibefore the war begdi Though too young to participate in the youth
movement himself, hedned about Zionism from his family during Jewish holiday
celebrations.

Shlomo G. attended public school in Nitra for two years until his parents decided
to send him to a Jewish school in 1940. The school was locatexhov&z where he
boarded with a Jeish family during the week. Shlomo G. also recalls Zionism being a
part of the family discussion. At a wedding, Shlomo G.Os parents discussed immigrating
to Palestine before the war, but his grandmother admonished them for considering
leaving Slovakia. Lke many traditional elders, she did not grow up with Zionist ideals
and wanted the family to stay together in Slovakia.

Dan S. attended public school in Noviky until 1940 and then a Jewish school in
Nitra. He recalls studyinglanakhin a GermarHebrew traslation, which was a
challenging experience given that most of his classmates did not know either language
yet.* It was not until his confinement in the Noviky camp that Dan S. began to learn
about ZionismHashomer HatzajrModern Hebrew language, ane thewish State.

As the older youth, Vera P., Yan H., Regina G., and Yitzkhak |. spent more years

in school before they were no longer allowed to attend in 1940. Vera P. was educated in

3 Zionism is a nationapolitical, liberation movement for the establishment of an independent state in
Palestine for the Jewish peopitashomer Hatzailiterally G@he young gardO is a Zionisocialist
pioneeringyouth movement that begam1913 Galicia SeeArthur HertzbergThe Zionist IdeaA
Historical Analysis and Readé€Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1997)

" Tanakhis the Hebrew bible comprised Bbrah (first five books) NeviOinfProphets), andetuvim
(Writings). See "Tanakh,Encyclopaedialudaica
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public school until age 14. She was active in Hashomer Hatzair. She also received an
informal Jewish education through communal plays for Jewish holidays.

Yan H. attended public school until age 14 and participated in Hashomer Hatzair
activities as a way of socialization. He resisted attending Jewish school by literally
running away from it when his parents’ attempted to send him. He sustained his
connection to Zionism through personal and communal relationships. According to Yan
H., Zionism was a part of every Jewish household:

In every non-religious house, there was small donation box for the Jewish

National Fund, maybe two. Every birthday we put money in the box. Once every

three months, someone would come and collect them. That’s how we grew up.

Only the kids were Zionists, not the parents.”

At age 18, his older sister immigrated to Palestine in 1938, “half legally” after three years
of training as a carpenter with Hashomer Hatzair.”®

Regina G. received a public education through her fourth year of high school at
age 16 in 1940. Although her mother was religiously observant Orthodox, she did not
attend a Jewish school. She forbade Regina G. from participating in Hashomer Hatzair
activities because girls were allowed to sit with boys. Her aunt had already immigrated to
Palestine in 1938, while the rest of her family did not consider following.

Likewise, Yitzkhak I. completed half of public high school before he was no
longer allowed to attend at age 16. However, he traveled 3 km by foot as a young child to

attend a Jewish school outside of Topo!" any. Through the fifth grade, Yitzkhak I. learned

the Hebrew language for religious prayers and texts, Torah, and Talmud.” He

7 YVA #6223505.

O YVA #6223505.

" Talmud is a rabbinic text of conversations pertaining to Jewish law, ethics, customs, philosophy and
history. Orthodox streams consider it to be binding Jewish law, like the Torah. See Eliezer Berkovits and
Stephen G. Wald, "Talmud," Encyclopaedia Judaica.
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distinguishes himself from religious Jews, since the children at his school did not wear
kippotor peot’ According to him, the fashion for non-Orthodox youth was simply a nice
hat. Though Hashomer Hatzaiexisted in other villages, he did not have time to attend
their meetings. He does not believe there were Zionists in Topol'¢any or at least not
enough for an official group in his town. He emphasizes that as a teenage boy, there was
simply no time between public school, traveling, and studying Torah for Zionist

activities.

Religious Identity

Since Slovakia was an integral part of Hungary until 1918, the religious
communities followed similar paths in Slovakia. Slovak Jewry divided into the Neolog
and Orthodox communities, in addition to those of the “Status Quo,” who did not ascribe
to either movement.”” Hasidismcontinued to thrive in the eastern parts of Slovakia and
exert influence over the other Orthodox communities.®

Given the high level of acculturation amongst Slovak Jewry, it is no surprise that
the youth did not identify as dati.*' Nearly all described their religious upbringing as
observant, but not dati. This departure from their grandparents’ religious observance was
significant. The grandparents’ presence in their daily lives often dictated the maintenance

of a Jewish home in terms of kashruteven if their parents still observed other traditions

¥ Kippot, plural of kippah are cloth skullcaps traditionally worn by religious Jews. Peotor sidelocks are
the sections of hair on the side of one’s head grown out by religious Jewish males. See Orpa Slapak, and
Esther Juhasz, "Jewish Dress," Encyclopedia of Clothing and Fashiasl. Valerie Steele, vol. 2. (Detroit:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 2005), 284-88, Gale Virtual Reference Libraryccessed April 22, 2011.

79 «Czechoslovakia,” YIVO Encyclopedia.

% Hasidismor Hasidic Judaism is an Orthodox branch of Judaism focusing on mysticism. See Assaf,
David, “Hasidism: Historical Overview,” YIVO Encyclopedia.

8! Hebrew term meaning “religious.” In Israeli colloquial speech, the term references the strict ultra-
Orthodox community that adheres to all of the religious laws.
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like Shabbat® On one end of the religious observance spectrum, Vera P. describes her
family as @iloni plusO or very secular. She recalls that she had once received some
informal Jewish education outside her home, but could not recognize Yiddish as distinct
from German when she arrived in Israel in 1949.
Harry D. notes that his grandparents wevabrti,O or traditional and therefore
kept a kosher home. However, his parents departed from this and &teshen food
outside the home. Harry D.Os Omost powedmiory of the holidays [waglesach
because there were Zionist bo8&3he family attended synagogue in NovZ Mesto.
Dan S. also recalls boBhabbatndkashrutbeing observed in his home, due to
the influence of his grandparents in Nitra. His exposutbe religious communities of
Nitra was a result of his grandfatherOs insistence on continuing a traditional way of life:
My grandfather and grandmother went with the Orthodox community because the
families before us were part of the community. My gratitér would take me at
6pm on Friday night to the synagogue and on Saturday morning heethegi
synagogue because they had a more interesting and understandable sermon. That
is how it was between the two worlifs.
His connection to Judaism was witletreligious community of Nitra, rather than
Noviky.

Yan H. also describes the level of his familyOs religiositiMas@ti,O observing

Shabbatand holidays. He celebrated bigr mitzvahceremony in thé&leologsynagogue

82 Here, the concept of a Jewish home applies to the observakashotitor Okeeping kosherO according
to Jewish dietary laws. In order to obseB8leablat or the Sabbath, one lights candles, says prayers, and
abstains from a number of activiti€®eeBarbara KirshenblaGimblett, OFood and Drink,0O dltiott
Horowitz, OSabbath YAVO Encyclopedia

83 YVA #4115591.

8 The testimony oban S, ID# 8092026 August 27 2009, interviewed byTova Aloni, YVA, accessed
January 142011. Hereafter: YVA 892026
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that his family frequently attend&® In Bratislava, there was botti\&ologand
Orthodox synagogue to accommodate the diverse Slovak Jewish community. With the
influx of Oseveral thousand refugees from Bukovina and GaliciaO after World War |,
tension between the two Jewish communitiesabecunavoidabl® Slovak Jews stood
in stark contrast to their religious counterparts from Poland:
The conspicuous presence of YiddsgheakingOstjudenwith beards and
sidelocks, wearing shabby garments and black hats, caused embarrassment,
especially inPrague and other Czeelssimilated environments. At the same time,
their poverty, lack of education, and poor physical condition placed a burden upon
the community.®’
Indeed, Yan H. recalls OthemO dressing differently and speaking a different laflgeage.
synagogue in Bratislava had to conduct services in Slovak and Yiddish, which Yan H.
recalls as an Oannoyance to the commuffiigl€arly, the interwar Slovak Jewish
community feared the potential for antisemitic attitudes reaching them through their
connection to the new Polish Jewish immigrants.
Other Jewish families struggled more openly with a tension between observance
and belief. Regina G.Os father did not see himself as a religious man, since he was
Ouniversity man®®His identity as an edueat and enlightened man dictated the familyOs

level of observance. While they obsen&thbbatsynagogue attendance was limited to

the High Holidays. In spite of this, Regina G.Os describes the synagogue with nostalgia:

8 Bar Mitzvahis a religious, comingf-age ceremony when a Jewish boy becomes an adult at age 13 in the
eyes of the community after rigorous religiousdying. See Harvey E. Goldberg, OLife Cycle,O YIVO
Encyclopedia.

8 Rothkirchen;The Jews of Bohemia & Moraviag.

¥ 1pid., 29:30.

%8 YVA #6223505

8 The testimony of Regina G., IDBZ70357 August 26, 2006, interviewed by Dina Kutner, YVA,

accessed Januaby 2011. Hereafter: YVA #5770357.
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Olt was modern, pretty, new, andyi&mous, with a balcony for the women. |

went up there with my mother and sat next to her. We prayed. | loved my mother.

This was the picture in my heart throughout the end of the War.O

Likewise, Yitzkhak 1.0s family was torn between tradition andenmitgt. He
recalls his mother being very religious, while his father was only observant. The family
observedShabbatattended synagogue, and Aamah andTalmudbooks in the home.
However, Yitzkhak 1.0s father struggled to supply him with answers megardiyer: Ol
remember asking my father if he understands what he was praying. My father responded

that he doesnOt understand anything, and if he needs to understand something there is a

siddur&*

Linguistic and National Affiliation

Following the collaps of the AustreHungarian monarchy on October 28, 1918,
the new Czechoslovak state was comprised of Czechs, Slovaks, Germans, Hungarians,
Ruthenes, Jews, Poles, and Gyp%idhe multinationallegacy of the Austrédungarian
Empire resulted in the Slovakwish community speakin§lovak, German, anaften
HungarianThe OLanguage LawO established Czech and Slovak as the official state
languages on February 29, 193There was an exception for the use of minority
languages in local setfovernment where a Ocensus of the members of such a language
group numbered at least ofith of the population.® The concentration of ethnic

Germansn northern Slovakia along theu&trianborder disseminated German as a

O YVA #5770357.

1 sidduror Jewish prayer book. See Stefan C. Reif, OLiturgy,O YIVO Encyclopedia; The testimony of
Yitzkhak I., ID#7160969 May 12, 2008, interviewed by Ruil, YVA, accessed January 5, 2011.
Hereafter: YVA #160969

92 Rothkirchen;The Jews of Bohemia & Morayia6.

% 1pid., 31.

** Ibid.
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dominant second or third language during the interwar peYiddish was commonly
spoken in eastern Slovakia in the Orthodox communities.

Though Harry D. does not express what his mother tongue was, it is hielyet
learned Slovak first. Shlomo G. was fluent in all three languages, but his family identified
as Czechoslovakian/Slovak. In Dan S.Os case, the presence of a German nanny and his
fatherOs education in a Gera@amguage university in Prague determitésifirst
language to be German. He recalls speaking Slovak in school and on the streets, but
German at home and iranakhstudies.

Though her father was Hungarian, Vera P. also learned German first because of
her German nannies. They also spoke Slovéloate, in spite of her parentsO belief in
OUniversalistO ideakhey were members of a local organization OCitizens of the WorldO
who studied the universal language, Esperanto. Developed in the 1870s by Dr. Ludovic
Lazarus Zamenhof of Bialystok, the dissmnation of the new language aimed to
facilitate OJewish assimilation by metaphorically forcing all residents of Eastern Europe
to face the same struggle of learning a new langu&déddie fervent followers of the
movement relinquished their citizensfiipfavor of being a Ocitizen of the worf§.@era
P.Os father gave up the familyOs Czechoslovak citizenship during the interwar period. This
decision left them vulnerable to early ad¢iwish deportation of foreign or stateless
Jews’’ Without citizenship, fanilies also had no way of acquiring exemption papers,
even if they were business owners like Vera P.Os father.

The older youth naturally had more extensive linguistic skills. Yan H. spoke

Slovak in the family home and learned Hungarian and German otreébéssHis father,
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a former translator for the Czechoslovak army, reinforced the importance of
multilingualism with distinct national and ethnic alliances. Yan H. identified as Slovak,
or Czechoslovakian first, and Jewish second. He explains that masasesbed to the
same type of identity order.

Regina G. spoke German and Slovak in the home, but also Hungarian less
prominently. Her parents were both born in Hungary, but her father had less refined
Hungarian linguistic skills. Regina G. also spokedisth, which was unusual for secular
Jews in this region. It is unclear whether she learned Yiddish as a result of her marriage
to a religious Jewish man who only spoke Yiddish.

Finally, Yitzkhak I. asserts his family considered themselves Slovak by
natiorality and spoke Slovak in the home. He compares his German language acquisition
to that of English in Israeli schoda second language taught from a young age. His

fatherOs native tongue was Hungarian, so he was familiar with Hungarian as well.

Relations with Non-Jews

The most emotional pr&ar memories of the Jewish youth involve their
interactions with nordews leading up to their internment in the Noviky labor camp. The
volatile period of 19394942 is characterized by increasing tensions in schoolt)e
street, and between neighbors. All of the characteristics of their childhood, from the type
of education they received to their parentsO occupations, seem to have influenced the
extent to which they experienced persecution. In a rather distitetrpanost of the

children reflect positively on their relations with ndews until the antlewish
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legislation of 1940. After 1940, nearly all describe a turning point when an incident
(being kicked out of school, personal attacks, etc.) shifted thafiores with norJews.

Because Harry D. did not attend a public school, he does not remember any
tension in school, but rather on the streets. While he does not personally recall being on
the receiving end of violent attacks, he describes how Jewish leogoiten teased and
hit on the streets.

Similarly, Dan S. does not recall feeling discrimination, but saw it happen to other
Jewish boys. He says that he would Oavoid their path,O where he knewXieison
boys often played. In the public school ctassn, he recalls how the Jews were made to
stand inside during recess while the other children went out to play. Soon after, they were
banned from the school entirely.

As a teenage girl, Vera P.Os turning point was more traumatic than the experiences
of the younger children. Her fatherOs Christian business partner and respected status in
the community meant she did not feel any antisemitism on the streets or in school. It was
not until 1941 that a rival classmate informed on her. According to Vera Roythe
mayorOs daughter, who was Oalways jealousO of her, insisted that she be put in the
transport list. She was not yet 16 when the Slovak authorities came looking for her at her
parentsO home in 1941.

Likely because of Regina G. and Yizkhak I.Os ag#isrbcollect Jewish
Christian relations in a broader sense. In her public high school leading up to the war,
teachers would not call on the Jewish students in class. Likewise, she recalls not being
able to go outside during breaks in the late 1930s.40,18lovak gendarmes began

systematically looted Jewish homes and businesses. Regina G. laments how her non
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Jewish neighbors were “silent.” In Petrovenec, “the Jews did not meet them, talk with
them, and there were no connections between Jews and non-Jews. Each had their own
lives. Only a polite hello and goodbye. People were primitive.”®
Due to Yizkhak I.’s family’s shoemaking business, they played a major role in the
community. They enjoyed pleasant relations with the ethnic German population of
Topo!" any. According to Yizkhak I., there was an initial attempt at solidarity amongst
the non-Jews of Topo!" any to boycott the prohibitions against buying goods from Jewish
businesses. Though this specific incident is not part of the historical record:
Propaganda also attacked the non-Jewish inhabitants, challenging them to boycott
Jewish shops and their Jewish fellow-citizens in general. The HG (Hlinka Guard)
threatened ‘to put an end to those who protect and help them (the Jews).””
On the eve of World War 11, it is evident the increasingly hostile environment of

Czechoslovakia did not bode well for the Jews. Pre-state anti-Jewish measures shifted to

state-sponsored violence once Slovakia declared its independence on March 14, 1939.
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Chapter 3
War, Independence, and Life in theNoviky Labor Camp

Ol was eight and already sitting in jailE®Harry D.

Following the annexation of Bohemia and Moravia by Nazi Germany on
September 29, 1938, Father Dr. Jozef Tiso declared Slovak autononmytiwgh
remaining Czechoslovak territory on October 6, 18%%\fter Nazi Germany granted
Slovaka official independence on March 14, 193%so0 became presideat the first
Nazisatellite territory Newly appointed Prime Minist&fojtech Tukawasa rightwing
fascistandOleading spiritO of the Hlinka PeopleOs Party, the radical National Socialist
political movemenin power. AnttJewish measures had already been underway since
1938. Members of the PeopleOs Party dissemiaatisgémitic propaganda on radio
broadcasts, which incited violence and boycott of Jewish busin@sses.

By March 1939, official governmental directives legalized the Aryanization of
Jewish businessé¥ By April 1939 antiJewish decrees excluded Jewishfessionas
from public life and required mandatory labor service to the government. The systematic

stripping of Jewish rights culminated in the legislation of the OJewish CodexO on
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September 9, 1941. The lawsO Oseverity surpassed the notorious Nurenséfg La
After removing Jews from publide and stripping them of their assets, the next step in

Osolving the Jewish questionO relied on SlovakiaOs relations with Nazi Germany.

Slovakia asked Nazi Germany to take its Jews@paid the German Reich 500rksafor
each Jew deported®®

As the political and daily conditions in Slovakia began to deteriorate after the
implementation of artlewish laws, some Jews fled to Hungary and its territory, the
Subcarpathian Rus. In response to the unwelcome influxaef, Jungarian leaders
gathered some 04,000 refugees from Slovakia and Poland,O in addition to 8,000
Subcarpathian Jews, for deportation in January 1¥4though the SS could not be
bothered with such small numbers at this stage, the attempt to expéetheisuggests
Olocal rulers could prevent the deportation of the Jews within their borders if they wanted
t0.3° Once the deportations ended in Slovakia in 1942 and began in HungaryOs
territories, the Jewish population transfer shifted the other direipoldical instability
and ethnic warring intensified. The Jews of Subcarpathian RusO sought refuge in Slovakia
where they usually had close family ties. In the midst of navigating between two
countries who were actively seeking to remove them, both Hiamgand German
leaders worked Oto enlist the cooperation of the Slovak guards in the effortO to secure the
borders and eliminate the Jewish population altogéthéltimately, the combination of

political disputes and ethnic clashing against the backafropnturies of religious
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antisemitism produced an impossible situation for Slovak Jewry. More than 70,000 Jews
were deported from Slovakia, over 100,000 were murdered in total, and only about
15,000 survived?® The German Nazis and their collaboratorsekilapproximately

263,000 Jews who had resided on the territory of the Czechoslovak Republic 11*1938.

Laws Against Jews

Because the head of the new Slovak government was a Catholic priest; Jewish
Catholic relations in Slovakia form the backbone of-datiish legislation. The
uncommon involvement of these three levels of Catholic authority played a significant
role in determining the fate of Slovak Jewry and their relations withJears. Not only
were Slovak authorities Oaware of the exceptional (Geamiattention to the Jewish
minority,O but also they Oplaced persecution of the Jews high on their aifeBatn O
Tiso andTukawere desperate for control over the fledgling nation and gaining approval
of the German leaders. However, TisoOs rise to Eapaituated the Catholic presence
in the forefront of Slovak policynaking, especially towards the Jews.

Internal clashing of Catholic attitudes towards the Jews complicated JewsO
position in Slovakia from the very beginning. Unlike Tiso, the OHolyw®sdroubled by
the deep involvement of the clergy in politics, by the close cooperation with the Nazis,
and particularly by measures taken which were hardly consistent with the principles of

Catholic morality.68* Historian Yeshayahu Jelinek argues tb#te average Slovak
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Catholic priest did not express much sympathy for the persecdfekh®long religious
animosity towards the Jews compounded with the socioeconomic and nationalist tensions
reared little hope for restraint. However, a Jewish campaig@dtholic help began in
1942, as soon as Slovak Jewry realized the direness of their situation and the power of
Catholic influence in the country. In this effort, individual bishops and clergymen
demonstrated their disagreement with Tiso and assisted tampaign as well as helped
Jews on an individual basis. OThe combined efforts of the Jewish leadership, of the
Church [Catholic and Protestant] and of lay personalities stopped mass expulsion of Jews
in 1942.8° While other elements inevitably contriledtto the delay in deportations,
Catholic assistance should not be overlooked. The Church Orepeatedly intervened with
the authorities and willingly responded to Jewish appealsO to prevent deportations until
they were no longer abfé? It is important to na that here OauthoritiesO refers to the
Catholic Slovak authorities led by Tiso as well as German Nazi officials. Following the
Slovak National Uprising of 1944 and subsequent German invasion, Othe Curia and the
Episcopate lost much of their ability to 8t

In spite of the Vatican and the position of individual Slovak priests, who
Oconstantly criticized Tiso,0 he ran Slovakia according to his vision of a state with
Catholic social doctrines in practit¥.For Tiso, the preservation of both SlovakiaOs
independence and the Catholic Church were top priority. While pressure from the
Vatican pushed him to halt the deportations, it is clear that this was not out of sympathy

for the Jews. Tiso exercised pardoning rights at his discretion endowed by the lagvs of th
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Jewish Codex. OHe made use of it on behalf of the Jewish converts to Christianity, of
those individuals important to the Slovak economy, and of the rich and influénfial.O
This should not be undervalued, but also weighted against the fact that Otitg ofajor
Slovak Jewry was thus sacrificed, not only to preserve the existence of the Slovak State,
but also to save a privileged minority of exempted, which included a large portion of
Jewish Christians'®

These examples of Vatican and Episcofl@te! objection and intervention at
times contradicted laymen and clerical opposition to aid the Jews. Each of the three
groups acted differently towards to the Jews at various points during the war, but Jelinek
as®rts Oneither party could claim that it had done everything in its power to assist the
Jews.&° The inconsistency on part of the Vatican, the Church, and the clergy highlights
the severity and totality of national, ethnic, and religious conflict in Slovakia

For Jewish youth in the late 1930s and early 1940s, the rise in antisemitism and
antirJewish legislation resulted in friends becoming enemies and their entire
understanding of the world around them beginning to crumble. As children and
adolescents, theyid not understand the sudden hostility from formerly friendly
neighbors. They experienced confusion and disorientation when their accustomed daily
lives were shook to the basic core of knowing who is a friend and who is going to turn
you in to the authdties. This situation was not unique to Slovakia, of course.

As was the case all over Europe, the youth in this study were puzzled when
authorities, Slovak gendarmes, began to take away their personal possessions and family

wealth. Parents had the diffictask of protecting them from the harsh reality of what
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was occurring, often lying to the children about what it meant. Vera P. cried when they
took her tennis racquet and skis. Then her piano went next. She recalls her parents telling
her, OOk, thatOstrthat bad. One year you donOt go skiing. Not that bad, notfing.O
Harry D. remembers his fatherOs precious Leica camera, in addition to his motherOs
dresses, being taken by the Slovaks. Dan S. describes how the Slovaks took his motherOs
fur coat, and albf the Jews had to give up their gold. The petty pillaging also extended
beyond the Ocoats, pretty dresses, and useful clothing,O to Regina G.Os fanttyOs farm.
The Slovak militias took animals from the farm as well, something that was not as easy to
hideaway as jewelry or family heirlooms.

In 1940, antiJewish decrees required all Jews in Bratislava to return to Ofrom
where they came.O Since Yan H.Os father was born ifi @lgpdlovak authorities
ordered them to relocate there. Yan H.Os father retdeeshw himself as an Oarmy man
with many medals and honor§%yan H.Os father remained in Bratislava, while his
mother took the children to live in the center of T8pmy in a small, rented room. The
family did not hear from his father and lived onlywhat his mother earned sewing in
Topd" any. Yan H.Os older brother found work building\betkylabor camp, which
brought in some money. In November 1941, he movétbtotky. Yan H. and his mother
followed in 1942. Yan H. found out after the war that faither went missing. One of his
fatherOs friends told him that he was shot alongside the river, while a deportation list to
Auschwitz reflects his fatherOs name. Yan H. still does not know what happened to his

father or when he disappeared.
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By 1942, the majority of Slovakia’s Jews knew, to a certain extent, the fate that
lay before them. Some Zionist youth groups warned the young Jews and tried to prepare
them for the harsh conditions of surviving on their own:

The youth group, Hapoel tried hard to explain to us that we needed to make a

change and go train how to live in the mountains for a little bit because they knew

one day we would have to go. We learned to live outside of the city and that’s
how we survived. Many kids from our class didn’t and said they needed to go
with their parents (to the transports).'*’

These preparations informed more critical decisions when the deportations began and

young Jews were rounded up in 1942.

Deportations

In addition to the campaign to appeal for Catholic assistance, Jewish leaders
exercised their own efforts for resistance, intervention, and aid. They “successfully
persuaded the administration that the country had more to gain from putting Jews to work

»12* This measure, combined with significant

within its borders than from deporting them.
bribing of officials on all levels, helped to preserve the remnants of Slovak Jewry in labor
camps.

The first group of Jews targeted for deportation were young women aged 16-
35.'% To understand Slovak policy towards the deportation of Jewish women and later
families, general Catholic Slovak attitudes towards women must be examined. According

to Catholic principles, “the woman’s place was in the home.”'*® While this is

unremarkable for Catholic society or religious societies in general, it reveals the basis for
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the exclusion of women from universities and the job market. According to Catholic
ideology, a Ohealthy family was regarded as the best insurance for the natienOs well
being.&’’ As a consequence, Slovak women were encouraged/thastae and be

mothers. Women who birthed a dozen or more children were honored in propagandist
celebrations. Women were subject to education and professional restrictions to balance
the need for mothers and the continuation of the natiocomparsonto therestrictions
againstSlovak womenJewish women were treated far worse. The regard for motherhood
and womenOs OroleO in society did not extend to Jewish women.

To illustrate, while considering theedortation of 20,000 Jews, the Slovak
government Oasked the Germans to accept the wives and children as wellO in order to
Oavoid being burdened with the families of productive workét3ie Germans rejected
this offer. OSpouses of childless families veegarated and deported,O demonstrating
that Slovak Catholic family values did not apply to Jé&¥¥.oung Jewish women were
left markedly vulnerable and targeted by Slovak guards who Obeat, robbed, and even
raped them, and then shipped them off to the extation camps in Poland®Young
Jewish men, many who had just lost their wives, were deported to Auschwitz next. By
April 11, 1942, the first family transport was sent from Slovakia for Ohumanitarian
reasons.®

The beginning of the deportations was tratimfor the youth and their families

in general. Harry D. remembers how the situation for the Jews took a turn for the worse:
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The most traumatic thing for me was April 5, 1942. | was a boy of age 8 or

something. We took our suitcases. My parents receimegarly warning.

Backpack, dresses, and we left home and went to a neighborsO very close to us on

the same street. They were friends. On the same day, many Jewish families were

deported:*?
He also emphasizes how there were no Germans in Slovakia tanhednd the Slovak
government initiated and oversaw the deportations. He describes the transports of single
women, single men, and families. An April,ZB42transport resonates strongly in his
memory, where the fate of his fellow Jews informs his survival today: Ol did not
remember anyone coming back from that transport. No one came back. No one survived.
If | was on that transport, | would not be sittingenapw.&*

When deciding whether to flee or hide in the face of the deportations, the close
knit nature of the Jewish family tended to dictate the decision to stay together in
Slovakia. In many cases, Ofamily solidarity also discouraged young peopleofngm g
into hiding, even after friend8both Jewish and genti2suggested it to them. They
stayed because of concern about ill parents and a desire to help them care for other family
members &

Shlomo G.Os family struggled with the same choice:

They thaught that it would be a good idea to send kids to Hungary, and my

mother Wa~nted to send me alongside another boy to Hungary in hopes of survival.

But I didnOt end up going. Instead, the other kid was sent, and he was caught and

sent to Auschwitz. So | casay | was lucky to stay and | wasnOt §&nt.

However, there are also instances where parents actively discouraged their

children from staying with the family. JelinekOs research renders descriptions of Oa
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mother who directed her daughters to flee at the first opportunity, or of an ill father who
rejected his children’s plea to flee with them, not wanting to burden their flight.”"*® These
cases likely reflect a change in the atmosphere in Slovakia. On the other hand, some
“children seized an opportunity to flee despite their parents’ pleas not to abandon
them.”"?” What is telling about these anecdotes is the different ways in which families
related to each other and to the fluctuating severity of the situation in Slovakia.
According to official records, the state of Slovak Jewry at the end of the
deportations was grim:
From 25 March until 20 October 1942, exactly 57,628 Jews were deported from
Slovakia to Auschwitz and the Lublin region, and only several hundred survived.
After the wave of deportations, approximately 25,000 Jews remained in Slovakia,
among them mostly holders of exemptions (and their families) and Jews in labor
camps in Sered, Vyhne, and Novaky."*®
The exemptions distributed by the Slovak government protected important Jews deemed
useful to the state. If a well known Jewish man could prove his business or occupation
was critical to the success of the Slovak economy and the war effort, then he could secure

a temporary reprieve for his family. However, many of those exempted families ended up

in the Novaky labor camp by 1942.

Arrival to Noviky

Arrival to the Novéaky labor camp often involved arrest and police escort of
individual families. There was no complete round up of Slovak Jews. Those who were
saved from deportations for a variety of reasons: hiding, economic exemption papers,

rabbinic intervention, or luck. Like most of Slovak’s Jews, Harry D.’s family was
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informed about their impending arrest and deportation a day or two ahead of time.
Nevertheless, his family was taken for deportation out of Slovakia, with the exception of
Harry D.’s father. He was already working in the Novéaky labor camp, so he was unable
to help them. It was the rabbi of Nové Mesto who saved Harry D.’s family from the
deportation:

My aunt was married to a Christian. They heard about a transport. She went to the

Rabbi of the city, I forget his name....She ran to him. She saved our lives. The

rabbi of Nové Mesto. He was well known; he had influence. They tried to take us,

but the rabbi intervened and said you can’t take the family when the father is in

Novaky. So we sat in jail for two days. | was eight and already sitting in jdil’
For Dan S., his father’s status as the regional doctor provided a privileged status for the
family after the war broke out. Unlike other adult men, his father may not have been
forcibly taken to Novéky for labor, but rather assigned to the camp by the Slovak
government to work as a physician. Though Dan S. does not know for sure, documents
uncovered in Yad Vashem suggest this may have been the case. After several months of
working in the camp, his father returned home for Passover in April 1942. A friend
“suggested that they flee to Hungary” before being taken to the camp.'** However, they
decided to remain together and were taken only days later.

Shlomo G. was the last of the survivors to arrive at the camp in the beginning of
August 1943. His father was arrested in the middle of the night and taken to the camp a
few days before the family. The Slovak government had already seized the farm and
continued to pay his father a salary in order to run it. Previously in April 1941, he had

avoided arrest by luck when the Slovak gendarmes came looking for him at the house

where he was boarding for school out of town. He happened to be away from the
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PollacksO house, the Jewish family who boarded him, when they were taken on a
transport to Auschwitz. After heagrthe news, he remained his parents' farrutside

of Nitra until 1943. During this period, Shlomo G. recalls a traumatic encounter with a
Slovak tutor that his parents hired:

My parents did not want me to be illiterate, so they hired a private tutoreor

He was an antisemite Slovak. During one of our sessions, he asked me a question

to which | did not know the answer. So, he took a chalk and drew a swastika on

my forehead| was ten years oldand tells me OIf a Jewish boy is dumb then he
is reallydumb.O As a ykarold, | did not know how to react to this. | was

afraid. He did not let me wipe it off the whole time. Only when the class was over

and | walked home, | could wipe it dff!

It is unclear where Shlomo G. received these private lessons.

Yizkhak IOdrother and father begantaild the Noviky camp in 1942. He
remembers this asdvantageous sint¢ke rest of the family could follow instead of being
sent on the transports.

After being caught hiding in the barn of a Christian familyOs féems P.Os
family was taken to the camp to await transport to the East. However, her fatherOs
Christian business partner got them out through bribing the camp glarsisch, Vera
P.did not stay in the camfpr more than a week, in spite of her desiravtok: OAs
Socialists, we were excited that Jews would not only make a lot of money, but they will
work and change the image of the J&#.0

Regnha G. was 16 years old aadiare of the deportations of young wonten
Auschwitzin March 1942To avoid ceain deportation, she went into hiding for several

months before being caught in July 1942. Slovak gendarmes concentrated her and several

hundred other Jews in a local school to await imminent deportation to Auschwitz. It was
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at that time that she decidemimarry one of the Gruenwald boys, who had asked her to
marry him while she was hiding with her sister:
There was a rabbi in the school, who was sent to Auschwitz in the end, who
marriedusreligiously in the school. He wanted to mammg. We had to found
hupg andl didnOt object because | had nothing. | was alone. Was | supposed to
say no? He was able to get 1000 ginist heliked me So | was ready. Something
else was the ring. It was forbidden for Jews to have goldhiipawastallit. |
wore a summer blue dress. It was July. There vkesubah™?
As the Slovak authorities began rounding everyone up to be loaded onto the train,
someone began checking for people with exemption papers. Regina G. and her new
husband returned home witrstamily. Regina G. became pregnant the following month,

and was finally taken to tidoviky camp in May 1943, two weeks before giving birth.

Camp Life

Little has been published on the internal workings of the Noviky camp
specifically, so we must relyn a published diary account, brief references in general
Holocauststudies and the testimonies of these survivors. The diary of Rabbi Abraham
Abba Frieder, an active member of the Slovak Jewish community throughout the war,
describes his visits tthi¢ Noviky labor camp. As such, he provides detailed, albeit
limited, account of the camp that is not found elsewhere. Allowed to remain outside of
the labor camps, the Jewish Council of Slovakia appointed him the spiritual leader of the
Slovak labor campsde also worked with the OWorking GroupO and provided an intimate
account of Slovak Jewry during this period.

Rabbi Frieder wrote that Noviky camp held 1,200 people in November 1942. The

main factory of the camp Oemployed about 350 tailors, seamsteegbesedleworkersO
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to produce uniforms for the Slovak police, suits and coats, and workers® ¢f8thing.
Unlike other forced labor camps, the Jews of the Noviky camp were producing goods
that sold to the Slovak public and elsewhere. These goods includleds =hirts,
underclothes, nightwear, aprons, hats, scarves, gloves, iron products, sinks, pumps,
cardboard boxes, suitcases, mirrors, albums, office supplies, bound books, handbags,
wallets, watchbands, brooms, vests, ear muffs, angora wool produstsdnopraised
rabbits. The camp also raised cows, goats, sheep, and hens. The majority of the labor was
indoor, useful (in comparison to other forms of forced labor that did not produce goods
and amounted to nothing short of torture until death), andyuhebJewish inmates with
oversight from the Jewish Council (outside of the camp) and Slovak authorities. The
inmates received Ohousing, food, and clothingO® in exchange for their (forcetf} labor.
Rabbi Frieder was allowed to enter the camps relativeiyfreending and
delivering goods such asatzahfor Passover in Aprill943 and numerous toys, books,
and supplies for the childréf® Two months before the Slovak National Uprising, Rabbi
Frieder visited the Noviky camp to learn that police sergeant Gatglaced the
commissar Svitler, whom he had previously tried to remove from his post due to his poor
treatment of the Jews. He reports that the new leadership promoted a more Orelaxed
atmosphereO in the camp and even allowed for the constructiomiloehand
swimming poof:*’
The campOs social services included a medical clinic staffed by Jewish doctors, a

kitchen, bakery, showers, laundry, barber, and shops for clothing and shoe repair. There

144 Emanuel FriedefTo Deliver Their SoulgNew York: Holocaust Publications, 1990), 106.
15 Erieder, 104.

“®|bid., 109.

7 bid., 183.

51



was a nursery school, kindergarten, and elementary sclaahthSlovak Ministry of
Education and Culture oversaffi.Finally, vocational reraining, a library, and theatrical

and musical performances were some of the social services established in the camp. All
of theNovikyOs camp institutions and services cefiecommunal effort to maintain

Jewish family life.

Arrival in the camp began with a personal search of all the Jews for money,
jewelry, or anything of value in their coats, clothing, and hidden on their bodies. In the
beginning, there were no kitcheasd food for the workers and families had to be
brought in from the outside. However, the transition from a transit camp to a full fledge
labor camp in May 1942 meant that public services needed to be established. Between the
Jews inside the camp and tlevish council outside, kitchens were built in three days
and women from the camp recruited to work in tHétT.o supplement the standard
camp diet of bread and jam, Opea soup and potatoesO were distributed to th€inmates.
In addition to these resources|@ho G.Os family received food packages from family
outside of the camp as well as rdewish friends.

Harry D.Os family was sent to theviky camp at the beginning of April 1942
just a few days after the first night of Passover (ApriM2ith his mothe and paternal
grandparents, he joined his father, who was already working in the camp. Likewise, Dan
S., his mother, and sister were sent to the camp at the same time.

The architectural layout of tidoviky camp was similar to other labor camps. A
systemof barracks for living quarters, the school, kitchens, and other facilities were

located in the main camp. Dan S. recalls the campOs buildings:
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There were three different camps, about 1 km from each other - because of the
safety issues. Only the first Object was out of the territories. That one was used to
send people out of. We were in the second Object, which had families of workers,
and people that were brought in."”!
Though the transit camp (“Object 1) was located outside of the labor camp (“Object 27),
the laborers, including Dan S., were aware of what was happening there. As we know, the
first transports from Slovakia were young, single women and men. By this time,
however, Slovak authorities were gathering entire families from the surrounding
mountains and villages and bringing them to the camp to await transport to Poland.
The housing arrangements of the workers’ camp were crowded and primitive.
They also reflected the grouping of Slovak Jewry during the transports:
We were eight people in a small wood shed. And there were plenty of bedbugs.
Most people lived in the big blocks. Families lived in one barracks and there was
one for single men and one for single women. At some point the families started
to divide the rooms with 1-2 meter walls for each family for privacy. It was
always four bunk beds and that’s how babies were made.'”*
Shlomo G. also describes his living quarters as a “huge shed...separated into small

cubicles” and “filled with either lice or fleas.”!>

His parents slept on a small bed, while
he and his sister slept on bunk beds.

Alongside their parents, children also worked in the camp before the camp
schools were established. Dan S. made paper bags for the first few weeks or months
before the school was opened:

They (the Jewish leaders of the camp) convinced the camp commander that the

people would work better if the children would be under supervision, so then the

education system started. There was kindergarten through 7" grade. To each of

these classes, they appointed a teacher and a principal was in charge of everyone.
We had to show up at 8am to school."*
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This shift in the camp structure reflects the JewsO ability to negotiate the circumstances of
camp life in order to mvide the necessary education for their children. These priorities
stood at the forefront of camp life.

As the youngest of the survivors, Harry D. does not remember much about the
camp. He recalls woodsheds and farsilged rooms for everyone to sleepdtter. His
strongest memories involve playing soccer with his friends and the camp guards. From
age 810 inside the camp, he experienced a relatively OnormalO and Ogood life,O playing
with friends, attending school, and swimming in the govl.

As a third ad fourth grader, Dan S. reflects on the schooling inside the camp as a
Otrue educational experien¢e®here was a Overy intellectual spiritO with Communist
and Zionist ideals driving the youth activit'®$ When school was not in session on
Saturdays, thewould read literature, sing songs, and listen to music with the teachers.
They had a gramophone and about five records they played over and over. A choir would
sing songs in Slovak and@é&nHarimO in HebreW?® Shiomo G. also recalls learning
Hebrew songand exercising constantly as part of the Zionist activities.

Already a young adult, Yitzkhak I. found the cultural activities of the camp as his
first exposure to live classical music. Since the concerts, plays, and other cultural events
were conductechi Slovak, he remembers how Othe guards would come to watchO and

Oeveryone was clean and dres$gd.O
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Undoubtedly it was the work of the Jewish council, rabbis, and the adults in the
camp that bribed, organized, and maintained the traces of OnormalO dfiidtioe
children of the camp. Children until age 14 were required to attend school and
presumably work thereafter. Every adult, including grandparents, worked in the camp in
a variety of positions. Harry D.Os mother Omade net grocery bags from $tings.O
Because of Shlomo G.Os familyOs background in agriculture, his father worked in farming
and then later building frames. His mother worked in the kitchen and afterwards sewing
fabrics for the Slovak and German military uniforms.

While theNoviky camp sered as a transit camp for some of the deportations
from Slovakia, few included those interned in the camp. Since the families of the group
of youth under analysis held exemption papers to work, it would have been unusual for
their names to appear on traodp lists. However, Harry DOs family was on the list for
one of the most devastating transports remembered by all of the youth in this study.
About 1,000 people were transported from the camp to Poland on September 21, 1942,
Yom Kippur*®* Having avoided deortation six months prior with the help of his aunt and
the Rabbi of Nove Mesto, Harry D.Os family was destined for the next transport. He
recalls riding the bus to the train station and the family getting off the bus at the last
minute. The family retured to the camp, where they remained until the Uprising.

Given the tumultuous wartime atmosphere in Slovakia, many of the survivors
describe life in the camp as Othe safest place t§%EhGugh working and health

conditions were not ideal, the inmatesto# Novikylabor camp lived with shelter, food,

10y VA #4115591.

51yom Kippuror OThe Day of AtonementO is one of the most important Jewish holidays characterized by
fasting, prayer, and religious rituals in the synagogue. iShilee day in which Jews atone for the sins of the
previous year before the New Year begins.

192yVA #4115591.

55



and access to the social services of the camp. However, these conditions did not mean the
threat of transport or other dangers vanished.

Two weeks after Regina G. arrived to thevikylabor camp in May 1943%he
gave birth to her son. Nearly 17 years old and married for survival, Regina G. became a
mother in the forced labor camp. Since she could not work in the few weeks after giving
birth, she was assigned to watch over several other small children.éahcdher
newborn son were very sick, but had access to limited medical care in the camp. Since
there was no hospital, Regina G. relied on vaccinations and bed rest.

Though the camp had no formal prison block, punishments were doled out for
acting agaist the guards. Dan S. recalls one such instance when his father was
reprimanded for trying to protect a local rabbi from having his whole beard shaved:

My father was fired from being the doctor and was sent t& vmothe quarry.

Manual labor. But he ofaurse didnOt work there. TRevikyguardistm that

were in charge of the quarry told him ODr., you will sit in the storage room and

donOt touch anything. This is not for you. We will look out for you.O He was there

for two weeks until the camp commandaids OWe canOt operate without a head
doctor.O So they brought him batk.
For other minor offenses, workers would receive slaps or beatings according to the
guardsO whims. When an actual crime was committed, such a stealing, the reportedly
cruel commandewould orchestrate public punishment and humiliation:

| remember one serious time when a woman stole something. | donOt know what

or from whom. The camp commander decided that she had to carry a big plank

that says: Ol stole.O And, | remember tiwhtildsen we didnOt want to get close to
her, so they wonOt think we were looking at her. As a child | donOt remember
much more'®

Leading up to the Slovak National Uprising on August 29, 1944, the camp was active in

storing weapons, training young men, gmdparing for the impending fight. Even the
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young teachers patrticipated in covert operations under the guise of school field trips
outside the camp:
A friend of hers that would disappear half way through the trip would always join
my teacher. That | knovhe didnOt return with us. He left with us as another adult
supervisor and disappear half way. This was in 1944. We noticed it. Everyone
paid attention to the teacherOs OfriendO and all of a sudden he is gone. Looking
back, there is no doubt that the coomtation with the partisans in those woods
was also in this walf>
Since Yan H. arrived to the camp on hi§' bérthday, he went straight to work. He
milked the campsO cows in the morning and worked all day on the farm. This position
allowed him to leavéhe confines of the labor camp. He communicated with partisans
and helped organize the resistance. Inside the camp, he convinced the gp@mnafstto
fire drill training, while actually training for theprising:
The firetraining hoax in theamp worked well. We were more organized. We
had trainings and a small amount of arms hidden under the floorboards. We knew
if we needed, there was a weapons barracks not far away. Certain people in the

camp had connections and they would smuggle armshatoamp. | never did. |

just knew when it happened. We were also taught weapon usage. But only dry

training°®

While young men in the camp worked and organized the campOs resistance, Regina G.
faced another grave situation. Nearly 15 months after higakirn the campshe was

pregnant with her second child as tipeising broke out on August 29, 1944.
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Chapter 4
Uprising, Escape, and Survival

OThey donOt pay the rabbits to be hunteBB@n S.

Jewish resistance found a small, but signifidaame within the Communist
underground in Slovakia. In contrast, the Slovak underground had a general policy of
exclusion towards the Jews on the grounds that Othey were more vulnerable to
governmental agencie$®@n spite of some Jewish support for then@ounist
underground, theattitudestowards the Jews did not vary greatly enough from that of the
rest of theSlovakpopulation Jelinekasserts that Communists Oabstained from assisting
those leftwing Zionists who contemplated armed resistarié&SDpportoccurred on an
individual basis with no general policy. Given their tenuous situation in Slovakia,
Communist indifference toards the suffering of Slovak Jewry did not discourage Jewish
participationin the resistancgews Ofought in the Uprising and in the partisan units,O
only to be pushed out of Slovakia after the war ended and Communist rule'#egan.

There are maiexamples of Jewish resistance, rescue, and aid in Slovakia
occurred largely within Zionist movements and their collaboration with international

Jewish organizations. Since OZionist youth movements began to flourish in the 1930s,0

167 Jelinek,The Lust for Power: Nationalism, Slovakia, and the Communists- 1948(New York:
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there was a notable Zionist base from which to organize charity, aid, and resistance
efforts.'”” Connected and influential Jews were able to work from Bratislava to
coordinate with London, the U.S., Jerusalem, etc. As both Jelinek and Rothkirchen
demonstrate, the “Working Group” underground Jewish organization played a significant

role in these efforts and “enjoyed relative freedom of movement.”'”!

They were in
contact with the He-Halutz center in Geneva, the Joint Distribution Committee, the
World Jewish Congress, amongst others, in order to secure aid and intervention on behalf
of Slovak’s and Europe’s Jews.

Gisi Fleischmann was a prominent Zionist leader in Bratislava. In addition to aid
trips to Hungary, she delivered food and aid to groups of Jews waiting to emigrate from
Slovakia throughout the war. The group disseminated information about Jewish suffering
in the concentration and death camps of Germany and Poland to Jews in Slovakia and
internationally. Unsurprisingly, “the suggestion to bomb Auschwitz and the railroad lines
from Hungary to the death camp in order to stop the mass deportations originated in

. 172
Bratislava.”!’

In their respective studies of Jewish resistance in Slovakia, Jelinek and

Rothkirchen describe numerous actions and negotiations carried out by this group.'”
The Novéky labor camp played an active and important role in the Slovak

National Uprising on August 29, 1944. The underground stored a cache of weapons for

the nearby partisans, while the surplus of young men and women strengthened the

resistance fighters’ numbers. The young adults of the camp were working out and
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training for the fight leading up the outbreak of the UprisingVhen the partisans
declared war, Shlomo G. remembetises@ommander of the Gendarmerie himself gave
weapons to thgoung men in the camp that joined the Slovak resistance against the
German€3’ Dan S. also recalls seeing Onine guns, 60 handguns, and several Russian
automatic weapons,O stored somewhere in the ©aBp.1943, Yan H. and a group of
young men in the camps@rted assembling the underground group. We disguised it as if
we were training in case a fire broke out. With time we would be allowed out of the camp
more to train.8°

In spite of the networks of Jewish and Communist undergrounds, the Slovak
National Uprsing did not succeed against Nazi German forces. German forces quelled
the Uprising and occupied most of the Slovak territory by October 1944. With Nazi
Germanyexercising greaterontroloverthe country, Oanother 13,500 Slovak Jews were
depoted to Auschwitz, Terez'n, and other camp<.Erom August 29, 1944 until April
1945 when Soviet forces liberated much of Slovakia, the former inmatesNb &y
labor camp were forced to hid in bunkers, with Slovak Christians, fight with the
partisansand survive mostlipy their wits ancn luck The sudden OfreedomO was a
burden upon the Jewish youth and families:

The camp was disbanded, liberated. There was nothing to do. There was no one to

worry about them (look after them). Thejoréty of families like my parents,
went to the forests’®
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In the forests, the concept of OliberationO represented a new kind of fear and fight for
survival. Immediately following th&prising SlovakNazisstarted a new wave ahtk
Jewishpropagand:

Their authors accused the Jews of causing fratricidal war, robbery, rape, sadistic

torture and killing of Slovak Christians: OThe Jews released from the labour

camps are beginning to rule, they are estainigsnational committees, robbing

and murderingO; OJudBetshevik Satanism is reaching for the lives of all

Slovak intellectuals, it wants to wipe out the priests and eliminate religion.O
The remaining Slovak Jews certainly did not expect sudden diceaoue from the
general Slovak population. Their experiences told them otherwise. However, it is
reasonable to believe that thascistSlovak governmefis renewed ardi@wishcampaign
likely interfered with potential assistance.

For the mat part, Jews were left to their own devices. Families sometimes
numbering 1820 in one underground bunker faced hunger, robbery and intimidation by
other partisans or local Slovak peasafAtlts and childreembarked upoanxiety
ridden voyages iot Slovak villages for goods. The gamble waged by many mothers and

fathers to seek out food, shoes, and clothing for their children in hiding was subject to

one degree of unlucky timing for everything to go wrong.

Bunkers in the Forests

Dan S. fled the camp with his mother and sister. Since his father was the camp
doctor, he stayed behind until everyone was out. He set up an infirmary for the partisan
fighters until it was too dangerousrmain thereDan S.Os family traveled to Bka
Bystrica ancattempted to reaabne of hisfathe®scquaintancein searchor shelter.

However, thdoomingthreat of Germasoldiers forcd them toconstantly moe. During
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the dg, Dan S.would meet children fromMoviky to exchange news of the adults from
the camp who were fighting. Dan S. occujims time exploring the forests and
mountains, seemingly OnormalO childhood activities:
We spent a whole day to go look at a Gerrpiame that fell down nearby. We
mainly try to arm ourselves. Someone found a Hitler youth storage room. So | got
a Hitler youth ski uniform, which was my only clothing when I lived for 7 months
in the snowy mountain'$?
In October 1944, the fall of thelyellion and beginning of winter marked the first of
several mortal conflictsSince the demand faeheltenn theforess exceeded the supply,
former inmates oNovitky, including Dan S.Os family, centrated with OPOWSs,
partisans, and communi€lis the Tatra mountaing® After following the partisan
leaderdor two days in the rain, the Germsaldiers finally caught up to them:
We are told that we have to go through a passageway between the two mountains
to get to the bunker3.oday itOs pretty clear that, it was all betrayal because that
whole passageway was full of German machine .gt#ten the crowd goes
through the Osaddle, (@t of people are killedVe are not enough ahead and not
too behind that we manage to escape and get lost from each other. | keep thinking
| can see my sister. | was the youngest and the fastest in the family. | run around
until | find everyone. | amhie one who tells my father where my mother is. We
hide in the bushes and continue to run. We are pretty much the only ones who
escaped®?
The status of Dan S.Os father as a prominent physician continued to aid them in hiding.
Constant walking through forissand mountains in the rain and snow deteriorated what
little material goods they had. Dan S.Os shoes fell apart shortly after their escape from the
German soldiers. He tied them up with wire, but it did not protect his feet from freezing.

His Ofeet swedld up so muchO that his shoes had to be cut off hi¥¥eem S.Os father

soughtout a group of partisans and OconvidcthemO to take Dan S. in for a few
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nights*® It is likely that his father paid them for this kindness. Dan S.Os mottestaisk
encounter with German or Slovak Nazis and vewtur® the nearby village for shoes.
She returned with a pair of womenOs shoes with a small heel. These were his shoes for the
Oentire winter with two meter high frozen snowO to traverse&ailfter exhausting
their financial resources in exchange for sheftayd, and clothingDan S.Os family
receivel an empty bunker in the forest where they remained until April 1945. His father
exchanged medical services with partisans and local vildgefood and goods to
sustain the family.

Other youth hiding in the forest faced different challenges. Regifladzhe
camp with hehusbandOs family, baby, and another on theWily no safe house to
return to, the group of 30 went on footBanska Bystrica. The large village in the center
of Slovakia is located 70 km eastMdviky. The partisans in Slovakia wédoeated in
Banska Bystricdecause of itproximity to thedense forestsf the TatraMountains
Many Jewsmprisoned in Novikyvere unable to find shelter with their ndawish
neighborsafter the Slovak National Uprising forced them fromd¢bamp.The majority of
surviving SlovakJewsgathered therantil April 1945 Partisans helped the Gruenwalds
build two underground bunkers to house 15 people each. The space allowed enough room
for each person to sit, which lasted upwards of 18 hours per day. With little food, water,
and sunlight, Bgina G. gave birth to her second child:

She was born in the bunker. The baby was qttietas a miracle from God that

she wagyuiet during birthShe was born without pain. | ask&aieOs already

born@t was luck that she was a girl. We were so happyauseve did not need
to do abrit milah. She was very, very small because | didnOt eat. So, she didnOt
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grow. She was born regularly in th8 @onth but without labor pains. But it was
my second child, so it was less h&fd.

It is difficult to imaginethe conditions of her daughterOs birth, yet those challenges were
only the beginningf Regina G.Os struggl&hehad two children under the age of two to
look after The existence of an infant or smeltlild in the bunkers endangered everyone,
since their cries could attract Gernsoidiers:
It was the hardest time, since | couldnOt give her milk. So, | got an idea to melt
snow in my hand and give it to her. After that, she was quiet. Butailr. She
only had water. Her eyes were always closed, never opened. | always asked my
family, since | had never seen someone dead in my life, is the baby still alive or
already dead?’
Regina G. gave her daughter a #@wish name, Ancha, bsihechangedt to Hannah

after the war. Both of her children survived the rest of the war in the bunkers, in addition

to the extended Gruenwald family.

Christian rescuers

Amongst a hostile nedewishpopulation, there are casesS¥ovakChristians
hiding Jews. In this study, there are two types of Christian rescuers: those who sought
payment and were borderline hostile to the Jews, and those who hid Jews out of goodwiill,
even if some payment was received. Many studies of Polish Christian rescuersrehchild
shed light on tis complicated and sensitive isstié.

Harry D.Os family encountered two different examples of Christian rescue, which
determined his familyOs survival. Following the Uprising and escapd\fvairky, Harry

D.Os father deemed it unsafe to return to the family farm. Like many others, the family se
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out forBanskt Bystricaa city in central Slovakia about 66 km easiot/fky. Thick
forests that enabled Jews and fighting partisans to build and hide in underground bunkers
surrounded the city. However, Harry D.Os family looked for a man named OBch@
from whom they received packages in the camp. In the small town of Malinetz, they did
not locate the mysterious doctor, but instead rented a room with an elderly woman. As
Germans approached the village, they were instructed to hide, but chesectoHarry
D.Os father found a Slovak Christian to take them in, but their stay wakveidodue to
the manOs fear of GermsmidiersO weknown punishment for hiding Jews.

At the time, Harry D. only knew that they went to anoffibristianSlovakOs
house They remained there for six months until the end of the war. After the war, he
learned thathe Christian rescuer#Andre and Mariawere friends of the firsescuer
The couple happened to be in histewhen he askedlarry D.Os familio leave Andre
and Mariavolunteered to take them. Harry D.Os family joined them with their young
daughter in a oreoom house in the mountains. Maria was pregnant at the time aad ga
birth to her second chiloh theroomshared bysix people

The conditions of their stay were difficult, but sustaining. Harry D. describes how
the Christian family had Onothing to eatO because they were poor peasants, yet no one
went hungry:®® They lived on potatoes, bread, and almost no meat. Because of their rural
location, they had plenty of wood for a fire and would remake candles with used wax and
new string. If Harry D.Os father compensated the rescuers during their stsss hetd
know. It is unlikely, since they had been stripped of their resources by this point. What

little they may have had went towards basics néad®od for the entire household. The
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location of the peasants’ house must have been quite isolated, since they only
experienced one interaction with soldiers:
One day, three soldiers came, not German, but Croatian or something similar in
German uniforms. They were looking for food, not Jews, but still noticed we
looked out of place. They asked the family who we were. They told them we were
relatives from the city who came to stay there during the war.'”’
Harry D. is overcome with emotion as he explains their motivations to rescue his family.
It is difficult to determine why the family hid them with such a high risk and no monetary
reward. They had a young daughter and another child on the way when they risked their
personal safety. Harry D. can only imagine that “it must have been (their) fate because in
Christianity, you have to help people.”""
Harry D.’s family paid the peasants as much as they could after the war, though
he is quick to emphasize that they did not demand anything from them. After arriving in
Israel, Harry D. kept in touch with them by exchanging letters for many years. To this

day, he continues to send them money. Harry D. and his family keep contact with Andre
and Maria’s children and grandchildren. For him, the act of continuing to pay them for
their seemingly selfless aid is one of “yg. 192

After the revolt broke out, Shlomo G.’s family returned to their house and farm.
Unlike most Jewish families leaving by foot, they traveled on a train 70 km south to
Nitra. Jews were typically not afraid of using the train, since partisans ran them at that
time. The local, fascist Slovak authorities appointed a non-Jewish farmer to run the farm
after his father’s arrest. According to Shlomo G., the farmer thought the Uprising meant

the war was over and returned the farm to his family. Shlomo G.’s aunt’s family joined
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them on the farm from Novikguspecting this security would be short lived, Shlomo
G.Os father commissioned someone to build two cabins in the woods for all nine people.
When rumor of their impending arrest arrived two months later, the families left the farm
to hide in the woods. ##er one month in the cabins, the winter conditions became too
difficult to bear. The families traveled through the forests, hid, and returned to the cabin.
Shlomo G.Os father secured a hiding place with another farmer. They moved from the
farmerOs barn sm underground bunker until the end of the war:

The farmer and hisdysdug an escape tunnel. When there was suspicion that

they were coming to look for Jews in the village, we got intduheel and sat

there. We were ninpeople and | was in charg® tmake sure air auld come into

the tunnel. | hd a metal wireand | would push it through a wall to get some air. |

remember at some point whese didnOt have almost any aiy fdther lit a

candle and itventout almost immediately. It was a very difflctime, |

rememberandwe would knockso the farmer will let us out. We wenee

people living inthis @oomd for fivenonths®?
Shlomo G. and his sister played board games provided by the farmer to pass the time. No
one left the bunker for five monthshich resulted in his sisterOs inability to walk. They
had to carry her until she regained their strength. When asked about the farmerOs
motivations to hide and provide for nine Jews during this dangerous period, Shiomo G.
explains a different situatiodinom that ofHarry D.Os rescuers:

Although he was OKinancially, he got 500 Slovak crones for each person from

our family each month. In addition to that, we drew up a contract. My father had a

farm and many lands. For each one gfhesgot four dnams (one&lunam is/

acres soone acre per persprHe got the best lands my father Hatl.
Fighting as Partisans

Yan H. participated itNovikyOsesistance and was assigned to a unit of fighters.

According to Yan H., the local resistance efforts were well organized and continued to
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fight in the mountains after the Germswidiersquelled the Uprising in the towns. Yan
H. uses military vocallary to describe his partisan activities:
We were sent to train tracks, so we had to cover our division when they detonated
the train tracks. Our base was in Bukovets. After awhile, we moved to the
mountains. Until November, when it was snowing, we hguhgs German
guards. My commander ordered two other men and me to cover them. They will
pass and let us know when it is clear to pass. Our platoon was cornered and an
RPG hit right next to me, so | was injured in my hands and'f&gs.
German Nazi soldiersaptured Yan H. as a prisongrwar, not as a Jew. They took him
to their base where he was imprisoned with other POWSs from Slovakia and Britain. A
British soldier warned him that the Germans had not OcheckedO for Jews yet, but that he
should be carefuf®® The soldier turned out to be a Jew fréopd" any who immigrated
to Palestine before WWII. He helped Yan H. transfer to another German base, where he
escaped with a friend after killing a German soldier. After several weeks on the run, Yan
H. reached an ericanliberated zonen March 1945. They sent him to a hospital in
London and then Prague at the end of 1945. He met a friend there who informed him of
his owndeath:
| received two days of leave to go to Bratislava to see if someone was still there.
met someone who told me that my mother and brother were there, but they
thought that | was hung in Gerlitz for killing a guard. ThatOs what the Germans
announced because they could not afford to have a guard dead without
consequences. ThatOs how | fooutthat | was deald’
Yitzkhak I. joined the partisans after the revolt, but he does not say much about this
period. He recalls the indifference of the former guards of the camp. The Jews did not

face resistance from their former captors, and the Slasiakgy Owent homé®He

recalls half Jews and half ndiews amongst his partisan group. The interview

199 yVvA #6223505.
196 yVvA #6223505.
197y VA #6223505.
198 yVA #7160969.
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substantively ends after his discussion ofMloetky camp. Only a few remarks are made
about the partisans and his family today. The reason is unclear.

Vera P.Os wartime experiences were more varied. After her fatherOs Christian
business partner secured their release Mawitky, they could not return to Bresno.
According to Vera P., the town held a celebration after the removal of the last Jews and
postedsignsaround towrthat readOEmancipated from the JeWs ®hey traveled to the
central Slovak town ofisovec where they hid for a few months with her boyfriend. He
had exemption papers due to his position managing a lumber factory. He was killed a few
weeks before the Slovak authorities came for Vera P.Os family again. They were taken to
a transit camp, Zilinayhere they worked for one month. In order to get out of the camp,
Vera P. agreed to marry a childhood friend. He had connections with the authorities that
secured the release of Vera P. and her family soon after.

Like Regina G., her marriage was forwual at age 16. Her struggle as a young
woman escalated when she became pregnant. The family was still moving from place to
place by the summer of 1944. With her parents and husband, they decided to terminate
her pregnancy:

We were all packed up ame had to terminate this pregnancy. A Jewish doctor,

a friend, not a gynecologist, gave me, at age 16 and 3 months, an abortion without

anesthetics. My father stood next to me and held my hand. Ok good. That was

that. And then we knew it was very serious beedusdn 't want the abortion of

course, but I was told that I don’t even have a say. And thatOs it. Pregnant women

get killed. We knew that. We knew that the strong and healthy and those who

know how to keep their mouth shut would survive. We needed thgetgh this

period?®
Although this decision likely saved her life, it is no less physically or emotionally

damaging. She got an infection from the procedure and had to go to the nearest hospital

199yVA #3564284.
200yyA #5770357.
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for treatment. Upon recovery, she would be taken toHait. parents hid with German
friends, and she escaped from the hospital to join the partisans with her husband. They
entered a Russian unit that was less sympathetic to them:
Food was running low in our bunker. | remember going to my commander and
telling him that there are people dying. He responded, OOK, so? In war, people
die.® We ate 100 grams of horsemeat. Without salt or bread or af¥thing.
Vera P. and her husband remained with the partisandibatation She emerged from

the bunkemveighing 90 Ibs, due to the lack of food. She also learned that her parents

were foundn hidingand shoby either German or Slovak Nazis

201yyA #5770357.

70



Conclusion

In this study, I learned much of the youths’ pre-war and wartime experiences.
Slovak Jewish youth tended to grow up in relatively small Jewish communities and
interacted regularly with their friendly, non-Jewish neighbors. Most youth were fluent in
at least German and Slovak. They had some exposure to Jewish education and Zionist
activities and almost always attended synagogue. Slovak Jewish youth were generally
aware of the wave of antisemitism before it reached Slovakia, but had no reason to
believe it would affect them. Most Jewish families saw themselves as (Czecho)Slovak
first and Jewish second. The stable financial and social conditions of Slovak society did
not encourage widespread immigration to Palestine.

After the outbreak of World War 11, the intentions of the fascist Slovak
government became clear. Jewish families avoided the first wave of deportations in
March and April 1942 by securing economic exemption papers. Socioeconomic status
was a determining factor for families to remain together in Slovakia. The transition of
Novéky from transit camp to forced labor camp granted several hundred Jewish families
reprieve from deportation to death camps in Poland. Jewish men, women, youth, and the
elderly worked long, hard days in order to be produce enough goods to remain valuable
to the Slovak state. Communal services and schools were established in the camp to

maintain Jewish daily life. The youth followed secular, government mandated curriculum
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in addition to a Jewish and Zionist educatignung women coped with pregnancyild
rearing andabortion under the conditions of forced labor and hiding.

Jewish families fled thBloviky camp after the Slovak National Uprising on
August 29, 1944. Most of them escaped to the mountains to hide and participate in
partisanactivity. From September 1944 until liberation in April 194Bwish families
facedthe most difficult challengesf cold, hunger, andonstant threat of annihilation
Jewish nothers, fathers, angbung peopleelied upon theiremaining assets,
professional skillsandcultural knowledgeo navigate near fatal encounters with Slovak
and German Nazi$n some cases, the kindness of Christestuers proved instrumental
in familiesO survival.

In the immediate postwar years, all of the Jewith in this study immigrated
to Israel between 1948949 through Youth Aliyah movemeni®heir families followed
them several months later wigihhoups ofadult immigrantsThe youth had grown to 15
21 years old and faced the beginning of a new lifeforeign countryUnited by their
Slovak Jewish identity and Holocaust experiences, they worked to assimilateeinto
developingisraeli society. Many young survivors recall ttiashwith nativeborn
Israelis, the struggle @acquireHebrew and culturaldency,and the feelings of isolation.
After working and studying on kibbutzim for up to two years, some young survivors
joined the army, while others went to study at universifésof the young survivors
rebuilt their shattered lives througlducation, professional development, starting new
families of their own.

Some of the survivorg®stwarlives have been marked keyen mordragedy.

The difficulties of Israeli lifedue towars and confliciveighed heavy on their new
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families. Several yah survivors lost their own children and spouses in the fighting.
Others struggled with feelings of marginalization in a society that either could not or
would not deal with their Holocaust experiencést, all of the survivors in this study
chose to giveheir testimony to Yad Vashem archives in the later stages of their lives.
Sometimes for the first time, they volunteered to share lifeestorieswith strangers,

after not being able to tell their own families decadedn nearly allof thevideo
testimoniesthe intervieweended the testimony with questions of leskaning,

wisdom to pass along to their children, and a connection to their lives in Israel. Some
survivors refused to end on a OhopefulO note in this way, while othersegave t
interviewer the optimistic closure she soudhether their message in the end is one of

hope or bitternesshere was a desire to record thtestimony

Problems in Historiography

Studies on Slovak Jewrgre inconsistent, contradictory, and ofteameNazi
Germauy for the actions of the fascist Slovak governnf@home listoriansseem to
oversimplify the social background SfovakJewish communitiem theirwriting
without accessot survivor testimonieshey claim the majority of Slovak Jews were
OOrthodo® without any nuance as to what that m&amt.number of Slovak Jews
affiliated themselves with thideologsynagogues anelzenmore withOrthodox
synagogues. Buhat doesiot mean they were @®odoxO in the sense that theyieved
or followedstrict Orthodox law. The youth in this study attendeth@dox synagogues

but didnotascribe taOrthodox ideologyA more comprehensive look at Slovak

2g5ee Kamene®n the Trail of Tragedy: The Holocaust$fovakia collection of symposium papefhe
Tragedy of Slovak Jewslradska, OGermanyOs InflueQce.
203 Robert Buechler, OThe Jewish Community in Slovakia Before World War 11,0 25.
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language historiography against other language histories and survivor testimonies can

produce a nuanced account of the Holocaust in Slovakia.

Role of the Interviewer

An important methodological problem highlighted in Chapter 1 is the role of the
interviewer. Yad Vashem interviewers conducted the interviews in a question and answer
format, leaving little room for the survivor to freely explore their memories. Interviewers
often interrupted and cut off the survivors from telling stories. They tended to put words
into the survivors’ mouths even if it was not a case of the survivors forgetting an obvious
detail. The interviewers tended to summarize their testimonies to check for accuracy.
They also maintained a strict chronological order.

In at least four of the seven of the interviews, the interviewer was so overtly
antagonistic towards the survivor that it was insulting and upsetting for me to watch. The
interviewers asked questions like: Why didn’t you run? Why didn’t you leave before the
war? If you knew what was going on, why didn’t you do anything about it? Did you
attend Zionist activities? Why not? Why didn’t you know Hebrew? Why didn’t you want
to come to Israel? Another interviewer strategy seemed to be asking the same questions
over and over throughout as if trying to elicit more satisfactory responses. In all cases, the

interviewer was female.

Future Direction of the Study

Some of the survivors have given testimony — both written and video — to other

organizations at different points in time. In order to further develop the issues discussed
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in this study, it would be critical to not onlgviewthosetestimonies but also to
interviewsurvivorsmyself | would like to explore the Israeli context furthtére
interviewing methodsYad Vashenarchives survivorsO views of Israahd therole of
Zionism | am interested in how thegcounttheir experiences through an Israeli ldns
think the study ofa group of young survivorsould shed light orhow personal, group,
and communal memory evolve over time and in relation toléwelopingcollective
memory inlsrael As| mentioned in the introduction, a fuller study of thevikycamp
with more video and written testimonies, archival documents, and interigevesded

| would like to further develop the issue of Slox@wish relations and the social,
political, historical, and religious influences of those relations &etvi918 and 1949. |
am also interested in examining the-prar Slovak Jewish community in terms of its
religious and socioeconomic characteristics. The published and testimony accounts
produce a varying and conflicting picture. The concept of the raralman in Slovak
Jewry could be useful structure to better understand the similarities and differences in the
Jewish communities. This area demands further investigation through more testimonies
and Slovak language primary and secondary sources.

| argue that the more recent shift istbrical researchtilizing survivor
testimonies in writing Holocaust history can contribute reliable and valuable information
to the historical recordt enhance established accounts of the Holocaust as well as
illuminates communities and issues thate yet to be fully developeAll of the
prominent scholars featured at the beginning of this study established and continue to

develop effective methodologiés examiningtestimoniesand incorporating thenmto
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historical writing. By producing case studies utilizing testimony, the field will be able to

grow and acquire a substantial collection of empiacal theoretical studies.
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